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Abstract. This paper constructs the cohomology theory for grading-restricted vertex su-
peralgebras, generalizing Yi-Zhi Huang’s cohomology theory of grading-restricted vertex
algebras. To simplify the discussion, motivate the construction, and make it easier for the
reader to understand the technical points, we also include the construction of the coho-
mology theory of supercommutative associative algebras, a generalization of the Harrison
cohomology theory of a commutative algebra that has not been explicitly written down. The
paper will serve as the foundation for many subsequent studies, especially the deformation
theory of vertex superalgebras.
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1 Introduction

A vertex superalgebra is an algebraic structure formed by vertex operators satisfying supercom-
mutativity and associativity. It plays a fundamental role in mathematical physics, especially in
the mathematical construction of two-dimensional superconformal field theories. So far, most
existing results require the module category of the vertex superalgebra to be semisimple. The
results for vertex superalgebras with nonsemisimple module categories are limited and often rely
heavily on particular properties of the corresponding examples.

In the study of nonsemisimple associative algebras, the cohomology method has played a cru-
cial role. In representation theory, the first Hochschild cohomology associated with a certain
bimodule characterizes the nontrivial extensions of two modules. In deformation theory, the sec-
ond Hochschild (and Harrison) cohomology describes square-zero deformations and first-order
deformations in the category of associative (and commutative associative, respectively) algebras,
while the third Hochschild (and Harrison) cohomology describes obstructions to integrating
a first-order deformation. Since vertex operators in vertex superalgebras satisfy associativity,
we naturally wish to develop a cohomology theory for vertex superalgebras that is analogous
to that for an associative algebra, and establish a general method for studying representation
theory and deformation theory of vertex superalgebras.

This paper is a contribution to the Special Issue on Recent Advances in Vertex Operator Algebras in honor
of James Lepowsky. The full collection is available at https://sigma-journal.com/Lepowsky.html
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A lot of work has been done on vertex algebras, which are Z-graded with vertex operators
satisfying commutativity. In [6], Yi-Zhi Huang constructed a cohomology theory for a grading-
restricted vertex algebra V and its module W , where the vertex operators satisfy both com-
mutativity and associativity. The key idea is to use the space ˜︂Wz1,...,zn of W -valued rational
functions, the analytic continuations of series with coefficients in W . The cochain complex is de-
fined by linear maps from V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn that are compatible with the grading and translation
operator, and satisfy very technical but natural convergence conditions (called the composable
condition). Even though different summands in the coboundary operator have disjoint regions of
convergence, after analytic continuation, we operate in the space of W -valued rational functions,
and thus make sense of the coboundary operator.

Based on this construction, in [7], Huang proved that the first cohomology describes deriva-
tions of the vertex algebra, and the second cohomology describes the square-zero extensions
and first-order deformations. In [14], the second author generalized Huang’s construction to
meromorphic open-string vertex algebras, where the vertex operators satisfy only associativity
without any commutativity. In [9], Yi-Zhi Huang and the second author gave a cohomolog-
ical criterion of semisimplicity. In [15], the second author gave a cohomological description
of the Ext1-group of two left-modules for a meromorphic open-string vertex algebra. In [10],
Vladimir Kovalchuk and the second author established an algorithm for classifying first-order
deformations for all freely generated vertex algebras.

All these results are expected to hold for vertex superalgebras. Moreover, in recent discussions
and computations with Andrew Linshaw and Yi-Zhi Huang, the second author believes that we
are capable of classifying full formal deformations of a large class of strongly generated vertex
superalgebras. Of particular interest are the W -algebras, which are generally 1

2Z-graded and
might have both bosonic and fermionic generating fields of half-integral weights. To accommo-
date such fields, it is necessary to extend Huang’s construction of cohomology theory to the most
general vertex superalgebras. To solidify the foundation for all the subsequent generalizations,
it is essential to examine all the details carefully. This paper serves the purpose.

Passing from commutativity to supercommutativity is not as easy as it seems. For the
Harrison cohomology of a commutative associative algebra, the corresponding cochain complex
is obtained from imposing a shuffle sum condition on the space of Hochschild cochains. For
a supercommutative associative algebra, we need to modify each summand in the shuffle sum
condition by an additional sign factor to keep track of the positions of the odd elements. This
additional sign factor proves to be quite confusing, as some of the most obvious expectations
actually fail (see Remarks 2.11 (2)). For this reason, we give a self-contained treatment of these
signs in Section 2, in a form suited to the subsequent construction for vertex superalgebras.1

For the convenience of the reader, we have decided to organize the paper as follows: In
Section 2, we elaborate on the details of the generalization of Harrison cohomology to a su-
percommutative associative algebra. In Section 3, we construct the cohomology theory for
grading-restricted vertex superalgebras. In Section 4, we study the first and second cohomolo-
gies. In Section 5, we provide an explicit calculation of the first cohomology of the vertex
superalgebra V k(osp(1|2)).

2 Cohomology theory for supercommutative algebras

In this section, we give the definitions of superalgebras and supercommutative algebras, which
are particular types of associative algebras. To define the cohomology theory, we introduce
a shuffle condition on the Hochschild cochain complex. Cochains satisfying the shuffle condition

1It was revealed by ChatGPT that related treatments existed in [4, 5]. But we did not conduct a detailed
comparison.
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form a Harrison-like cochain complex for a supercommutative algebra. All vector spaces will be
assumed to be over C, although the results of this section are easy to generalize to other fields.
We use N to denote the set of nonnegative integers {0, 1, 2, . . . } and Z+ to denote the set of
positive integers {1, 2, . . . }.

2.1 Superalgebra and supermodules

Definition 2.1. A superalgebra A is a Z2-graded vector space (a vector superspace) A = A0⊕A1

(hereafter the ⊕ means the direct sum of vector spaces) equipped with a bilinear multiplication
· : A ⊗ A → A such that Ai · Aj ⊆ Ai+j . Elements of A0 are called even and elements of A1

odd. Given a homogeneous element a ∈ Ai, we say |a| = i, and call |a| the parity of a.
A supercommutative associative superalgebra is a superalgebra whose multiplication is associative
and satisfies supercommutativity: for every homogeneous a, b ∈ A, b · a = (−1)|a|·|b|a · b. For
convenience, we shall use the abbreviation supercommutative algebra.

Remark 2.2. Note that in a supercommutative algebra A, an even element commutes with every
element in A. Only for two odd elements a, b ∈ A, we have the anticommutativity ba = −ab.

Definition 2.3. We say M is a supermodule for the supercommutative algebra A if M is
a Z2-graded vector space M = M0 ⊕ M1 equipped with an action · : A ⊗ M → M , such that
M forms a module for the associative algebra A, and Ai ·M j ⊆ M i+j . We similarly define even
elements, odd elements, and the parity |m| = i for homogeneous elements m ∈ M i.

Remark 2.4. A supermodule M may be regarded as a bimodule for the associative algebra A,
where the right action · : M × A → M is defined by m · a = (−1)|a|·|m|a · m for homogeneous
a ∈ A, m ∈ M .

As any supercommutative algebra has the structure of an associative algebra, we can study
it with the Hochschild cohomology. Let’s recall the definition here.

Definition 2.5. Let A be an associative algebra, and M an A-bimodule. For each n ∈ N, define
the n-th Hochschild cochain

ˆ︁Cn(A,M) =
{︁
C-linear map f : A⊗n → M

}︁
.

Define the coboundary map ∂ : ˆ︁Cn → ˆ︁Cn+1 by

(∂f)(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an+1)

= a1f(a2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an+1) +
n∑︂

i=1

(−1)if(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ ai · ai+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an+1)

+ (−1)n+1f(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an)an+1.

Theorem 2.6. For all n ∈ N, ∂2 ˆ︁Cn = 0 (or simply ∂2 = 0). Therefore, the collection ( ˆ︁Cn, ∂)n∈N
forms a cochain complex, called the Hochschild cochain complex.

Proof. A conceptual proof can be found in [17] using simplicial methods. We shall not elaborate
on the details here. ■

Definition 2.7. Let ˆ︁Zn(A,M) = ker(∂) ⊂ ˆ︁Cn(A,M) be the space of Hochschild cocycles,ˆ︁Bn(A,M) = im(∂) ⊂ ˆ︁Cn(A,M) be the space of Hochschild coboundaries. By Theorem 2.6,ˆ︁Bn(A,M) ⊆ ˆ︁Zn(A,M). The quotient ˆ︁Hn(A,M) = ˆ︁Zn(A,M)/ ˆ︁Bn(A,M) is the n-th Hochschild
cohomology of A with respect to M .



4 P. Johnson and F. Qi

2.2 Shuffles and the super shuffle sum

Recall the Harrison cohomology for a commutative associative algebra is defined by a subcochain
complex of the Hochschild cochain complex. Using the same idea, we shall now give a cohomology
theory of supercommutative algebras. To start, we need to define shuffles and the shuffle sums.

Definition 2.8. Let n ∈ Z+ and fix p ∈ Z, 1 ≤ p ≤ n− 1. A permutation σ ∈ Sym(1, . . . , n) is
a shuffle of the letters 1, . . . , n if

σ(1) < · · · < σ(p) and σ(p+ 1) < · · · < σ(n). (2.1)

Let Jp(1, . . . , n) be the collection of all shuffles satisfying (2.1). Clearly, a shuffle σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n)
may be identified with two increasing sequences respectively with lengths p and n−p, consisting
of distinct numbers in {1, . . . , n}. In particular,

|Jp(1, . . . , n)| =
(︃
n

p

)︃
.

Remark 2.9. When taking the sum over all shuffles in Jp(1, . . . , n), it is important to note
that, unlike how the summation of σ ∈ Sym(1, . . . , n) can be interchanged with the summation
of σ−1 ∈ Sym(1, . . . , n), we cannot replace σ in the summation of σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n) by σ−1.
Generally, σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n) does not imply σ−1 ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n). For example, consider n = 5 and

σ =

(︃
1 2 3 4 5
2 4 5 1 3

)︃
.

Then σ ∈ J3(1, . . . , 5). But

σ−1 =

(︃
1 2 3 4 5
4 1 5 2 3

)︃
is no longer an element in Jp(1, . . . , n) for any p.

Recall that A⊗n admits a right action of the symmetric group Sym(1, . . . , n), defined by

σ(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an) = aσ(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ(n).

This right action induces a left Sym(1, . . . , n)-action on linear maps f : A⊗n → M , given by

(σf)(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an) = f(aσ(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ(n)).

Definition 2.10. Fix homogeneous a1, . . . , an ∈ A where the odd elements are aα1 , . . . , aαk
for

1 ≤ α1 < · · · < αk ≤ n. For a fixed σ ∈ Sym(1, . . . , n), let 1 ≤ β1 < · · · < βk ≤ n such that
aσ(β1), . . . , aσ(βk) are odd. Then σ(β1), . . . , σ(βk) is a permutation of {α1, . . . , αk}. We define
σo ∈ Sym(α1, . . . , αk) by

σo(αm) = σ(βm), m = 1, . . . , k.

For convenience, we shall refer to α1, . . . , αk as the odd indices of the sequence (1, . . . , n), and
σ(β1), . . . , σ(βk) as the odd indices of the sequence (σ(1), . . . , σ(n)).

Remark 2.11.

1. Conceptually, σo keeps track of the change of ordering of the odd elements. In particular,
if we consider the product a1 · · · an in A, then

aσ(1) · · · aσ(n) = (−1)σ
o
a1 · · · an,

where (−1)σ
o
is the signature of σo ∈ Sym(α1, . . . , αk).
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2. Care is needed with repeated application of the o operation, as each new instance of o

involves an implicit reordering of the input indices. Therefore, for σ, τ ∈ Sn, (στ)
o generally

does not coincide with σoτ o. Below are examples of σ and τ with στ = id, but σoτ o ̸=
(στ)o = id.

3. Let

σ =

(︃
1 2 3 · · · n− 1 n n+ 1

n+ 1 1 2 · · · n− 2 n− 1 n

)︃
.

Then for a1, . . . , an+1 ∈ A homogeneous, we have

(−1)σ
o
= (−1)(|a1|+···+|an|)·|an+1|.

4. Let

τ =

(︃
1 2 3 · · · n− 1 n n+ 1
2 3 4 · · · n n+ 1 1

)︃
,

namely, the inverse of σ studied in (3). Then for a1, . . . , an ∈ A homogeneous, we have

(−1)τ
o
= (−1)(|a2|+···+|an+1|)·|a1|.

5. If σoτ o = id, then (−1)σ
o
(−1)τ

o
should be identically 1 regardless of parities of a1, . . . , an.

This is obviously not the case, as we may choose |a1| = 0, |a2| + · · · + |an| = 1, and
|an+1| = 1.

Definition 2.12. Fix positive integers n and p ≤ n − 1. For a linear map f : A⊗n → M , we
define the super shuffle sum

sun,pf : A⊗n → M

by

(sun,pf)(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an) =
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n)

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)of(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n)).

where a1, . . . , an are Z2-homogeneous. The definition naturally extends to A⊗n.

Remark 2.13. Note that (−1)σ is the signature of σ ∈ Sn that is independent of the parity of
a1, . . . , an, while (−1)(σ

−1)o depends both on σ and the parity of a1, . . . , an.

2.3 The super Harrison cochain

Definition 2.14. Let A be a supercommutative algebra.

1. For each n ∈ N, the tensor product A⊗n is also a superspace with parity given by

|a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an| = |a1|+ · · ·+ |an| ∈ Z2

for homogeneous a1, . . . , an ∈ A.

2. Let M be an A-supermodule. A linear map f : A⊗n → M is parity-preserving if

|f(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an)| = |a1|+ · · ·+ |an| ∈ Z2.
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3. For each n ∈ N, define the n-th super-Harrison cochain by

Cn(A,M) = {f : A⊗n → M | f is parity-preserving, and sun,pf = 0, p = 1, . . . , n−1}.

Clearly, Cn(A,M) is a subset of the Hochschild cochain ˆ︁Cn(A,M).

Theorem 2.15. With all notations as in Definition 2.14, for every f ∈ Cn(A,M),

∂f ∈ Cn+1(A,M).

Proof. Fix a positive integer p ≤ n. We analyze the super shuffle sum sun+1,p(∂f), namely,∑︂
σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o(∂f)(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1))

=
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)oaσ−1(1)f

(︁
aσ−1(2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)

)︁
(2.2)

+
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o(−1)n+1f

(︁
aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n)

)︁
aσ−1(n+1) (2.3)

+
n∑︂

i=1

(−1)i
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)). (2.4)

We shall proceed to show that both (2.2) + (2.3) and (2.4) all vanish.

The analysis of (2.2). Note that σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n+1). Then the number 1 sits either in the
first increasing sequence or the second. This means either σ(1) = 1 or σ(p+ 1) = 1. Therefore,
either σ−1(1) = 1 or σ−1(1) = p+ 1.

1. If σ−1(1) = 1, then the increasing sequences

σ(2) < · · · < σ(p), σ(p+ 1) < · · · < σ(n+ 1)

form a shuffle τ ∈ Jp−1(2, . . . , n+1), with τ(m) = σ(m),m = 2, . . . , n+1. Clearly, the extension
of τ in Sym(1, . . . , n+1) (obtained by supplementing τ(1) = 1) coincides with σ. Therefore, we
have (−1)τ = (−1)σ, (−1)τ

o
= (−1)σ

o
. Thus∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)
σ−1(1)=1

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)oaσ−1(1)f(aσ−1(2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1))

= a1 ·
∑︂

τ∈Jp−1(2,...,n+1)

(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)of(aτ−1(2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1)). (2.5)

But since f ∈ Cn(A,M), we know that sun,p−1f = 0 in case p ≥ 2. Evaluated at a2⊗· · ·⊗an+1,
we see that∑︂

τ∈Jp−1(2,...,n+1)

(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)of

(︁
aτ−1(2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1)

)︁
= 0.

Therefore, (2.5) vanishes if p ≥ 2.

2. If σ−1(1) = p+ 1, then the increasing sequences

σ(1) < · · · < σ(p), σ(p+ 2) < · · · < σ(n+ 1)
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form a shuffle τ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , ˆ︁p+ 1, . . . , n+ 1), with

τ(m) =

{︄
σ(m)− 1 if 2 ≤ σ(m) ≤ p+ 1,

σ(m) if σ(m) ≥ p+ 2.

To calculate the signature (−1)τ , let τ̃ be the extension of τ in Sym(1, . . . , n+ 1), i.e.,

τ̃(m) =

{︄
τ(m) if m ̸= p+ 1,

p+ 1 if m = p+ 1.

Then (−1)τ = (−1)τ̃ . Moreover, we have σ = (1, 2, . . . , p+ 1)τ̃ . Therefore,

(−1)σ = (−1)p(−1)τ = (−1)p(−1)τ̃ .

To calculate the signature (−1)τ
o
, let 1 ≤ α1 < · · · < αk ≤ n + 1 be the indices of the odd

elements in the sequence (a1, . . . , an+1). Let 1 ≤ β1 < · · · < βk ≤ n+ 1 be the indices of the
odd elements in the sequence (aσ−1(1), . . . , aσ−1(n+1)).

• If ap+1 is even, then p + 1 appears neither in the sequence α1, . . . , αk nor σ−1(β1), . . . ,
σ−1(βk). From the relation σ−1 = τ̃−1(p+ 1, p, . . . , 2, 1), we know that

σ−1(βm) =

{︄
τ−1(βm − 1) if 2 ≤ βm ≤ p+ 1,

τ−1(βm) if βm ≥ p+ 2.

In other words, only the βm’s before p+ 1 are shifted by 1; the others remain the same. Thus,
the odd elements in (aτ−1(1), . . . , aτ−1(p−1), aτ−1(p+1), . . . , aτ−1(n+1)) remain to be (aσ−1(β1), . . . ,

aσ−1(βn+1)). We may conclude that (σ−1)o = (τ−1)o. In particular, (−1)σ
o
= (−1)τ

o
. Therefore,

we conclude that∑︂
σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)
σ−1(1)=p+1

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)oaσ−1(1)f(aσ−1(2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1))

= (−1)pap+1 ·
∑︂

τ∈Jp(1,...,ˆ︁p+1,...,n+1)

(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)o

× f(aτ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(p+1)

⋀︁
⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1)). (2.6)

Since f ∈ Cn(A,M), we know that sun,pf = 0 in case p ≤ n − 1. Evaluated at aτ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗
aτ−1(p+1)

⋀︁
⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1), we see that∑︂

τ∈Jp(1,...,ˆ︁p+1,...,n+1)

(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)of(aτ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(p+1)

⋀︁
⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1)) = 0.

Therefore, (2.6) vanishes if p ≤ n− 1.
• If ap+1 is odd, then β1 = 1 and σ−1(β1) = p + 1. Let q = #{1 ≤ j ≤ p + 1 | aj is odd}.

Then αq = p+ 1. So

(︁
σ−1

)︁o
=

(︃
α1 α2 · · · αq−1 αq = p+ 1 αq+1 · · · αk

p+ 1 σ−1(β2) · · · σ−1(βq−1) σ−1(βq) σ−1(βq+1) · · · σ−1(βk)

)︃
.

With the same analysis as above, we see that

(︁
τ−1

)︁o
=

(︃
α1 · · · αq−1 αq+1 · · · αk

σ−1(β2) · · · σ−1(βq−1) σ−1(βq) · · · σ−1(βk)

)︃
.
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Therefore, we conclude that (2.6) equals to

(−1)pap+1 · (−1)q−1 ·
∑︂

τ∈Jp(1,...,ˆ︁p+1,...,n+1)

(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)o

× f(aτ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(p+1)

⋀︁
⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1)).

By a similar argument as above, we see that (2.6) vanishes if p ≤ n− 1.
3. We have handled most parts of (2.2) except for the case where p = 1 and the part with

σ−1(1) = 1, and the case where p = n and the part with σ−1(1) = p + 1 = n + 1. To process
these terms, we will need the corresponding contributions from (2.3).

The analysis of (2.2) + (2.3). With a similar procedure as in the analysis of (2.2), we may
show that the parts of (2.3) where p ≤ n − 1, σ−1(n + 1) = n + 1 and p ≥ 2, σ−1(n + 1) = p
all vanish. What remains are the case with p = n and the part with σ−1(n + 1) = n + 1, and
the case with p = 1 and the part with σ−1(n+ 1) = 1. Fix a1, . . . , an+1 ∈ A homogeneous and
assume the odd elements are aα1 , . . . , aαk

for 1 ≤ α1 < · · · < αk ≤ n+ 1. We first combine the
remainder terms of (2.2) and (2.3) in the case of p = 1.

1. If p = 1 and σ−1(1) = 1, this means σ = id. Thus, σo = id. The corresponding term
in (2.2) is

a1f(a2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an+1). (2.7)

2. If p = 1 and σ−1(n+ 1) = 1, this means

σ−1 =

(︃
1 2 · · · n n+ 1
2 3 · · · n+ 1 1

)︃
=⇒ (−1)σ = (−1)n.

We have analyzed (σ−1)o in Remark 2.11 (4) and concluded that (−1)(σ
−1)o = (−1)(k−1)·|a1|. The

corresponding term in (2.3) is

−(−1)(|a2|+···+|an+1|)·|a1|f(a2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an+1)a1. (2.8)

Note that since M is a supermodule and f preserves parity, from Remark 2.4, we know that (2.8)
is precisely the negative of (2.7). Thus they sum up to be zero.

In the case of p = n, we similarly combine the remainder terms of (2.2) and (2.3).
1. If p = n and σ(n+ 1) = 1, this means

σ−1 =

(︃
1 2 · · · n n+ 1

n+ 1 1 · · · n− 1 n

)︃
=⇒ (−1)σ = (−1)n.

We have analyzed (σ−1)o in Remark 2.11 (3) and concluded that

(−1)(σ
−1)o = (−1)(k−1)·|an+1|.

The corresponding term in (2.2) is

(−1)n(−1)(|a1|+···+|an|)·|an+1|an+1f(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an). (2.9)

2. If p = n and σ(n+1) = n+1, this means σ = id. Thus, σo = id. The corresponding term
in (2.3) is

(−1)n+1f(a1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ an)an+1. (2.10)

Again from the assumption of f and Remark 2.4, we know that (2.9) is precisely the negative
of (2.10). Thus they sum up to be zero.
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The analysis of (2.4). The sum (2.4) may be decomposed as

n∑︂
i=1

(−1)i
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)
1≤σ−1(i)≤p

1≤σ−1(i+1)≤p

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)) (2.11)

+

n∑︂
i=1

(−1)i
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)
1≤σ−1(i)≤p

p+1≤σ−1(i+1)≤n+1

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)) (2.12)

+

n∑︂
i=1

(−1)i
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)
1≤σ−1(i+1)≤p

p+1≤σ−1(i)≤n+1

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)) (2.13)

+

n∑︂
i=1

(−1)i
∑︂

σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)
p+1≤σ−1(i)≤n+1

p+1≤σ−1(i+1)≤n+1

(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)) (2.14)

according to the positions of σ−1(i) and σ−1(i+ 1).
1. We first analyze (2.11). For a fixed i between 1 and n, the increasing sequence correspond-

ing to σ looks like

1 ≤ σ(1) < · · · < i < i+ 1 < · · · < σ(p) ≤ n+ 1,

1 ≤ σ(p+ 1) < · · · < σ(n+ 1) ≤ n+ 1.

In particular, there exists an integer 1 ≤ q ≤ p − 1 such that q = σ−1(i), q + 1 = σ−1(i + 1).
From the property of shuffles, we know that q ≤ i. Then (2.11) may be rewritten as

p−1∑︂
q=1

∑︂
σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

σ−1(1)=q,σ−1(2)=q+1

(−1)1(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)of

(︁
aqaq+1 ⊗ aσ−1(3) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)

)︁
(2.15)

+ · · ·+
p−1∑︂
q=1

∑︂
σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

σ−1(i)=q,σ−1(i+1)=q+1

(−1)i(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aqaq+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)) (2.16)

+ · · ·+
p−1∑︂
q=1

∑︂
σ∈Jp(1,...,n+1)

σ−1(n)=q,σ−1(n+1)=q+1

(−1)n(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)o

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n−1) ⊗ aqaq+1). (2.17)

Set

b1 = a1, . . . , bq−1 = aq−1, bq = aqaq+1, bq+1 = aq+2, . . . , bn = an+1.
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For fixed i between 1 and n, define the permutation τ̃−1 by requiring that

f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i−1) ⊗ aqaq+1 ⊗ aσ−1(i+2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1))

= f(bτ̃−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ bτ̃−1(i−1) ⊗ bτ̃−1(i) ⊗ bτ̃−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ bτ̃−1(n))

and τ̃−1(n+ 1) = n+ 1. It is clear that

τ̃−1 = (n+ 1, n, . . . , q + 2, q + 1)σ−1(i+ 1, i+ 2, . . . , n, n+ 1).

Taking the inverse, we have

τ̃ = (n+ 1, n, . . . , i+ 2, i+ 1)σ(q + 1, q + 2, . . . , n, n+ 1).

In particular, if there exists a (necessarily unique) index p+1 ≤ r ≤ n+1 with σ(r) < i, σ(r+1) >
i+ 1, then

τ̃(1) = σ(1), . . . , τ̃(q) = σ(q) = i,

τ̃(q + 1) = σ(q + 2)− 1, . . . , τ̃(p− 1) = σ(p)− 1

τ̃(p) = σ(p+ 1), . . . , τ̃(r − 1) = σ(r) < i,

τ̃(r) = σ(r + 1)− 1 > i, . . . , τ̃(n) = σ(n+ 1)− 1, τ̃(n+ 1) = n+ 1.

If we set τ as the restriction of τ̃ on {1, . . . , n}, then clearly from σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n + 1), we
know that τ ∈ Jp−1(1, . . . , n). The summation over σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n + 1) with σ−1(i) = q,
σ−1(i + 1) = q + 1 reduces to the summation of τ ∈ Jp−1(1, . . . , n) with τ−1(i) = q. Also, we
have

(−1)τ = (−1)τ̃ = (−1)n−i(−1)σ(−1)n−q =⇒ (−1)i(−1)σ = (−1)q(−1)τ .

To analyze (τ−1)o, let 1 ≤ α1 < · · ·< αk ≤ n+1 be the odd indices in the sequence of a1, . . . , an+1,
1 ≤ β1 < · · · < βk ≤ n+ 1 be the odd indices in the sequence of aσ−1(1), . . . , aσ−1(n+1).

• If aq and aq+1 are both even, then q, q+1 do not appear in the odd indices of (a1, . . . , an+1).
Let r be the index such that αr < q, αr+1 > q. It is clear that (τ−1)o can be expressed as(︃

α1 · · · αr αr+1 · · · αk

α1 · · · αr αr+1 − 1 · · · αk − 1

)︃
·
(︁
σ−1

)︁o
×

(︃
α1 · · · αr αr+1 · · · αk

α1 · · · αr αr+1 − 1 · · · αk − 1

)︃−1

. (2.18)

In particular, (−1)(τ
−1)o = (−1)(σ

−1)o .

• If aq is odd, aq+1 is even, then bq is odd. In this case, we see that q appears both in the
odd indices of a1, . . . , an+1 and b1, . . . , bn. Say αr = q. In this case, we see that (τ−1)o can also
be expressed by (2.18). In particular, (−1)(τ

−1)o = (−1)(σ
−1)o .

• If aq is even, aq+1 is odd, then bq is odd. In this case, it suffices to supplement a conjugation

by (q, q + 1) in (2.18). We still have (−1)(τ
−1)o = (−1)(σ

−1)o .

• If both aq and aq+1 are odd, say αr = q and σ−1(βs) = q. Necessarily, αr+1 = q+1, βs = i,
and σ−1(βs + 1) = q + 1. If r = s, the following is trivial, so assume that r < s. In this case,(︁
σ−1

)︁o
is the permutation given(︃

α1 · · · αr = q αr+1 = q + 1 · · · αs αs+1 · · · αk

σ−1(β1) · · · σ−1(βr) σ−1(βr+1) · · · q q + 1 · · · σ−1(βk)

)︃
.
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To pass to
(︁
τ−1

)︁o
, we need to remove both q and q+1 from the domain and codomain of

(︁
σ−1

)︁o
,

resulting in(︃
α1 · · · αr−1 αr+2 · · ·

σ−1(β1) · · · σ−1(βr−1) σ−1(βr) · · ·
· · · αs αs+1 αs+2 · · · αk

· · · σ−1(βs−2) σ−1(βs−1) σ−1(βs+2) · · · σ−1(βk)

)︃
,

whose signature is (−1)r−s · (−1)r−s(−1)(σ
−1)o = (−1)(σ

−1)o . We then apply the conjugation as
in (2.18) to obtain (τ−1)o. In particular, we still have (−1)(σ

−1)o = (−1)(τ
−1)o .

To summarize, we first rewrite (2.11) as (2.15) + (2.16) + (2.17), then showed that for each
i = 1, . . . , n, the summation is

p−1∑︂
q=1

∑︂
τ∈Jp−1(1,...,n)

(−1)q(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)of(bτ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ bτ−1(n)).

By the assumption that sun,p−1f(b1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ bn) = 0, we see that (2.11) vanishes for every p ≥ 2.
Note that (2.11) does not contain any parts with p = 1. Therefore, we conclude that (2.11) = 0.

2. We next analyze (2.14). For a fixed i between 1 and n + 1, the increasing sequence
corresponding to σ looks like

1 ≤ σ(1) < · · · < σ(p) ≤ n+ 1,

1 ≤ σ(p+ 1) < · · · < i < i+ 1 < · · · < σ(n+ 1) ≤ n+ 1.

We may now use a similar procedure as in the analysis of (2.11), tracking the contracted term
aqaq+1. In this case, we use the assumption that sun,pf(b1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ bn) = 0. Note that (2.14)
does not contain any parts with p = n+ 1. Thus, we conclude that (2.14) = 0.

3. Finally, we analyze (2.12) + (2.13). Consider a shuffle σ appearing in (2.12). Then for
a fixed i between 1 and n, the increasing sequence corresponding to σ looks like

1 ≤ σ(1) < · · · < i < · · · < σ(p) ≤ n+ 1,

1 ≤ σ(p+ 1) < · · · < i+ 1 < · · · < σ(n+ 1) ≤ n+ 1.

Now we define the permutation τ ∈ Sym(1, . . . , n+ 1) by

τ(k) =

⎧⎪⎨⎪⎩
i if σ(k) = i+ 1,

i+ 1 if σ(k) = i,

σ(k) otherwise.

Then τ is also a shuffle in Jp(1, . . . , n+ 1), with increasing sequence

1 ≤ τ(1) < · · · < i+ 1 < · · · < τ(p) ≤ n+ 1,

1 ≤ τ(p+ 1) < · · · < i < · · · < τ(n+ 1) ≤ n+ 1.

In particular, τ is a shuffle appearing in (2.13). Furthermore, starting with some τ in (2.13) we
can build the corresponding σ in (2.12) with a symmetrical construction. In this way, terms in
(2.12) and (2.13) can be paired together in a bijective way. Consider a fixed term in (2.12)

(−1)i(−1)σ(−1)(σ
−1)of(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)) (2.19)

and its corresponding term in (2.13)

(−1)i(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)of(aτ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(i) · aτ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aτ−1(n+1))
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= (−1)i(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)of(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i+1) · aσ−1(i) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1))

= (−1)i(−1)τ (−1)(τ
−1)o(−1)

|aσ−1(i)||aσ−1(i+1)|

× f(aσ−1(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(i) · aσ−1(i+1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ aσ−1(n+1)), (2.20)

where the supercommutativity of the algebra is used in (2.20). By construction

τ = (i, i+ 1)σ,

so (−1)σ · (−1) = (−1)τ . Now we analyze (τ−1)o. Let 1 ≤ α1 < · · · < αk ≤ n + 1 be the odd
indices in the sequence of a1, . . . , an+1, 1 ≤ β1 < · · · < βk ≤ n + 1 be the odd indices in the
sequence of aσ−1(1), . . . , aσ−1(n+1).

• If aσ−1(i) and aσ−1(i+1) are both even, then neither appears in the odd indices β1, . . . , βk,

so (−1)(σ
−1)o = (−1)(τ

−1)o . Further, (−1)
|aσ−1(i)||aσ−1(i+1)| = 1.

• If one of aσ−1(i) and aσ−1(i+1) are odd, then only one of the two appears in the odd indices
β1, . . . , βk. Because the only difference between σ and τ is the transposition interchanging i and
i+1, they will act identically on the odd indices, so once again (−1)(σ

−1)o = (−1)(τ
−1)o . Again,

(−1)
|aσ−1(i)||aσ−1(i+1)| = 1.

• If both of aσ−1(i) and aσ−1(i+1) are odd, then σo only differs from τ o by a transposition, so

(−1)(σ
−1)o = (−1)(τ

−1)o+1. In this case, (−1)
|aσ−1(i)||aσ−1(i+1)| = −1.

All these three cases show that

(−1)(σ
−1)o = (−1)(τ

−1)o(−1)
|aσ−1(i)||aσ−1(i+1)|,

so (2.19) and (2.20) only differ by a sign. Therefore, (2.19) + (2.20) = 0. Note that no terms
with p+1 = 1 or p = n+1 appear in (2.12) or (2.13). Thus, each of the terms of (2.12) cancels
with a corresponding term of (2.13), so their sum vanishes.

We have now shown that (2.4) = 0, so (2.2) + (2.3) and (2.4) all vanish, proving that
∂f ∈ Cn+1(A,M). ■

Definition 2.16. With Theorem 2.15, we see that Cn(A,M) forms a cochain complex, called
the super Harrison cochain complex. Let Zn(A,M) = ker(∂) ⊂ Cn(A,M) and Bn(A,M) =
im(∂) ⊂ Cn(A,M). We define the super Harrison cohomology by

Hn(A,M) = Zn(A,M)/Bn(A,M).

Remark 2.17. If A is a commutative algebra (i.e., A1 = 0) and M an even module, the super
Harrison cohomology agrees with the usual Harrison cohomology, since (−1)(σ

−1)o = 1 restricted
to A0.

Remark 2.18. Let A be a supercommutative algebra, M an A-module, and f : A⊗2 → M
a parity preserving linear map. Let a, b ∈ A be homogeneous elements. The condition su2,1f = 0
then is precisely

f(a⊗ b) = (−1)|a||b|f(b⊗ a).

Thus within C2(A,M), the super-Harrison condition encodes that the maps from A⊗2 → M
must respect the supercommutativity of A, showing why this condition is natural to assume. In
higher dimensions this condition generalizes the supercommutativity condition. For example, for
a parity preserving linear map g : A⊗3 → M , there are two shuffles to consider. For homogeneous
elements a, b, c ∈ A, su3,1g = 0 states that

g(a⊗ b⊗ c)− (−1)|a||b|g(b⊗ a⊗ c) + (−1)|a|(|b|+|c|)g(b⊗ c⊗ a) = 0,

and su3,2 = 0 states that

g(a⊗ b⊗ c)− (−1)|b||c|g(a⊗ c⊗ b) + (−1)(|a|+|b|)|c|g(c⊗ a⊗ b) = 0.
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Remark 2.19. With an argument similar to that for Harrison cohomology, we may show that
H2(A,M) describes all the equivalence classes of square-zero extensions of A by M . We may
also show that H2(A,A) describes all the equivalence classes of first-order deformations of A as
supercommutative algebras. We shall, however, not elaborate the details for supercommutative
algebra, but leave the space of the paper for the discussion of vertex superalgebras later.

Example 2.20. We demonstrate this by computing the second cohomology of the exterior
algebra A = Λ

(︁
C2

)︁
, which has two generators x, y and a basis {1, x, y, xy}. Recall A has the

multiplicative relations

xy = −yx, x2 = y2 = 0.

A is a supercommutative algebra with the grading

A0 = Span{1, xy}, A1 = Span{x, y}.

Proposition 2.21. For A = Λ
(︁
C2

)︁
, H2(A,A) = 0.

Proof. Let f ∈ Z2(A,A). Because f satisfies the super-shuffle condition, for homogeneous
a, b ∈ A, f(a ⊗ b) = (−1)|a||b|f(b ⊗ a). As a result, f(x ⊗ x) = f(y ⊗ y) = 0. Note that the
cochain restricts f : A⊗2 → A so that f(a ⊗ b) ∈ A|a|+|b|. Thus we can consider the matrix
coefficients

f(1⊗ 1) = λ0 + λ1xy, f(x⊗ y) = c0 + c1xy,

with λ0, λ1, c0, c1 ∈ C. As a cocycle, f is in the kernel of the Hochschild differential, so for
a, b, c ∈ A,

(∂f)(a⊗ b⊗ c) = a · f(b⊗ c)− f(ab⊗ c) + f(a⊗ bc)− f(a⊗ b) · c = 0.

We consider special cases of this. For a ∈ A,

0 = (∂f)(1⊗ 1⊗ a) = f(1⊗ a)− f(1⊗ a) + f(1⊗ a)− f(1⊗ 1)a

=⇒ f(1⊗ a) = λ0a+ λ1xya.

Hence,

f(1⊗ x) = λ0x, f(1⊗ y) = λ0y, f(1⊗ xy) = λ0xy.

Next, consider

0 = (∂f)(x⊗ x⊗ y) = xf(x⊗ y)− f(x2 ⊗ y) + f(x⊗ xy)− f(x⊗ x)y

=⇒ x(c0 + c1xy) = −f(x⊗ xy).

Using this and a similar calculation on y ⊗ y ⊗ x,

f(x⊗ xy) = −c0x, f(y ⊗ xy) = −c0y.

Finally, consider

0 = (∂f)(x⊗ y ⊗ xy) = xf(y ⊗ xy)− f(xy ⊗ xy) + f(x⊗ yxy)− f(x⊗ y)xy

=⇒ xf(y ⊗ xy)− f(x⊗ y)xy = f(xy ⊗ xy)

=⇒ f(xy ⊗ xy) = −2c0xy.

This fully determines f by showing how it acts on a basis of A⊗2.
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Now consider g ∈ C1(A,A). As there is no super-shuffle condition to satisfy, g is simply
a parity-preserving linear map g : A → A. Thus we may define g by

g(1) = λ0 + λ1xy, g(x) = g(y) = 0, g(xy) = −c0 − c1xy.

For a, b ∈ A, g gives rise to the 2-coboundary

(∂g)(a⊗ b) = a · g(b)− g(ab) + g(a) · b.

From this, it is clear (∂g)(x⊗ x) = (∂g)(y ⊗ y) = 0. Further calculations show

(∂g)(1⊗ 1) = λ0 + λ1xy, (∂g)(x⊗ y) = c0 + c1xy,

(∂g)(1⊗ x) = λ0x, (∂g)(x⊗ xy) = −c0x,

(∂g)(1⊗ y) = λ0y, (∂g)(y ⊗ xy) = −c0y,

(∂g)(1⊗ xy) = λ0xy, (∂g)(xy ⊗ xy) = −2c0xy.

This exhausts how (∂g) acts on a basis of A⊗2, and shows (∂g) = f . Therefore, f is a 2-coboun-
dary, and vanishes in cohomology. Hence Z2(A,A) = B2(A,A), and H2(A,A) = 0. ■

This result makes sense when thought of in terms of deformations. Λ
(︁
C2

)︁
is the free super-

commutative algebra on two odd generators, and has no nontrivial supercommutative deforma-
tions. In comparison, the second Hochschild cohomology ˆ︁H2

(︁
Λ
(︁
C2

)︁
,Λ

(︁
C2

)︁)︁
is six-dimensional,

corresponding to deformations of the supercommutator. While these are valid deformations
of associative algebras, they destroy the supercommutative structure. Nonzero higher super-
Harrison cohomology can show up in characteristic zero even in the purely commutative case:
the ring C[x, y]/(xy) has a nontrivial 2-cocycle characterized by deforming the relation xy = 0
to xy = λ, for a nonzero λ ∈ C.

3 Cohomology theory for vertex superalgebras

3.1 Vertex superalgebras and their modules

Definition 3.1. A grading-restricted vertex superalgebra is a 1
2Z× Z2-graded C-vector space

V =
∐︂

n∈ 1
2
Z,α∈Z2

V α
(n) =

∐︂
n∈ 1

2
Z

V 0
(n) ⊕

∐︂
n∈ 1

2
Z

V 1
(n) = V 0 ⊕ V 1,

equipped with a vertex operator map

Y : V → HomC(V, V ((x))), u ↦→ Y (u, x) =
∑︂
n∈Z

unx
−n−1,

and a vector 1 ∈ V 0
(0) called the vacuum, satisfying the following axioms:

1. 1
2Z-grading conditions: Let V(n) = V 0

(n) ⊕ V 1
(n) for each n ∈ 1

2Z. For every n ∈ 1
2Z,

dimV(n) < ∞, and V(n) = 0 if n is sufficiently negative. Let dV : V → V be the 1
2Z-grading

operator, i.e., dV v = nv for v ∈ V(n). Then for every v ∈ V , the following d-commutator
formula holds:

[dV , Y (v, x)] = x
d

dx
Y (v, x) + Y (dV v, x).

2. Z2-grading condition: For i, j ∈ Z2, u ∈ V i, v ∈ V j , Y (u, x)v ∈ V i+j
[︁[︁
x, x−1

]︁]︁
. We shall

say u, v are Z2-homogeneous. We shall use the notation |u| = i, |v| = j for the parity of u
and v, respectively.
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3. Identity and creation property: For v ∈ V , Y (1, x)v = v, Y (v, x)1 ∈ v + xV [[x]].

4. D-derivative property and D-commutator formula: Let DV : V → V be the linear operator
given by

DV v = Resxx
−2Y (v, x)1 = v−21

for v ∈ V . Then for u ∈ V ,

d

dx
Y (u, x) = Y (DV u, x) = [DV , Y (u, x)].

5. Duality: Let u1, u2 ∈ V be Z2-homogeneous. Then for every element v ∈ V and v′ ∈ V ′ =∐︁
n∈ 1

2
Z V

∗
n (the restricted dual of V ), the following three series:

⟨v′, Y (u1, z1)Y (u2, z2)v⟩, (−1)|u1||u2|⟨v′, Y (u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)v⟩,
⟨v′, Y (Y (u1, z1 − z2)u2, z2)v⟩

converge absolutely in the regions |z1| > |z2| > 0, |z2| > |z1| > 0, |z2| > |z1 − z2| > 0,
respectively, to a common rational function in z1 and z2 with the only possible poles at
z1 = 0, z2 = 0 and z1 = z2.

We denote a grading-restricted vertex (super)algebra by (V, Y,1), or just V .

A homomorphism of grading restricted vertex superalgebras (V1, YV1 , 1V1), (V2, YV2 , 1V2) is
a parity preserving linear map f : V1 → V2 such that for u, v ∈ V1,

f(YV1(u, z)v) = YV2(f(u), z)f(v), f(1V1) = 1V2 , f ◦ dV1 = dV2 ◦ f,
f ◦ DV1 = DV2 ◦ f,

where in the first equality f is extended linearly to V1((z)) → V2((z)).

Remark 3.2. The duality axiom is often referred to as vertex operators satisfying (super)com-
mutativity and associativity (including in the introduction to this paper). Note that the vertex
operators do not necessarily (super)commute nor associate in the traditional sense (they do
weakly (super)commute and weakly associate though; see [3, 11]).

Remark 3.3. With the presence of the other axioms, the duality axiom is equivalent to the
Jacobi identity (see [11]), which states that for Z2-homogeneous elements u, v ∈ V ,

x−1
0 δ

(︃
x1 − x2

x0

)︃
Y (u, x1)Y (v, x2)− (−1)|u||v|x−1

0 δ

(︃
−x2 + x1

x0

)︃
Y (v, x2)Y (u, x1)

= x−1
2 δ

(︃
x1 − x0

x2

)︃
Y (Y (u, x0)v, x2),

where δ(x) =
∑︁

n∈Z x
n. Applying the change of variables (u, v;x0, x1, x2) ↔ (v, u;−x0, x2, x1)

to the Jacobi identity and using the formal Taylor theorem, one can obtain the super version of
skew-symmetry

Y (u, x)v = (−1)|u||v|exDV Y (v,−x)u.

Definition 3.4. Let V be a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra, and let I be a linear subspace
of V compatible with the Z2 grading. We say I is an ideal of V if I is closed under dV , and for
all v ∈ V and for all w ∈ I,

Y (w, z)v ∈ I((z)), Y (v, z)w ∈ I((z)).

In other words, for all m ∈ Z, vmw ∈ I and wmv ∈ I.
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Note that an ideal I is invariant under DV . It is also a graded ideal, i.e., if v ∈ I, then
the homogeneous components of v are in I. Therefore, the quotient V/I naturally carries the
structure of a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra.

Definition 3.5. Let V be a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra. A grading-restricted V -su-
permodule is a C× Z2-graded vector space

W =
∐︂

n∈C,α∈Z2

Wα
(n) =

∐︂
n∈C

W 0
(n) ⊕

∐︂
n∈C

W 1
(n) = W 0 ⊕W 1,

equipped with a vertex operator map

YW : V → HomC(W,W ((x))), u ↦→ YW (u, x) =
∑︂
n∈Z

(YW )n(u)x
−n−1,

and linear operators dW and DW on W , with DW even, satisfying the following axioms:

1. C-grading conditions: Let W(n) = W 0
(n)⊕W 1

(n) for each n ∈ C. Then for n ∈ C, dimW(n) <
∞, and W(n) = 0 if the real part of n is sufficiently negative. We require that dWw = nw
for w ∈ W(n), and for every v ∈ V , the following d-commutator formula holds:

[dW , YW (v, x)] = x
d

dx
YW (v, x) + YW (dV v, x).

2. Z2-grading condition: For i, j ∈ Z2, v ∈ V i, w ∈ W j , YW (v, x)w ∈ W i+j [[x, x−1]]. We
likewise define Z2-homogeneous and parity, and use the notation |v| = i, |w| = j.

3. Identity property: For w ∈ W , YW (1, x)w = w.

4. D-derivative property and D-commutator formula: For u ∈ V ,

d

dx
YW (u, x) = YW (DV u, x) = [DW , YW (u, x)].

5. D-grading property: [dW ,DW ] = DW .

6. Duality: For Z2-homogeneous u1, u2 ∈ V , w ∈ W , and w′ ∈ W ′ =
∐︁

n∈CW ∗
(n) (the

restricted dual of W ), the following three series:

⟨w′, YW (u1, z1)YW (u2, z2)w⟩, (−1)|u1||u2|⟨w′, YW (u2, z2)YW (u1, z1)w⟩
⟨w′, YW (Y (u1, z1 − z2)u2, z2)w⟩

converge absolutely in the regions |z1| > |z2| > 0, |z2| > |z1| > 0, |z2| > |z1 − z2| > 0,
respectively, to a common rational function in z1 and z2 with the only possible poles at
z1 = 0, z2 = 0 and z1 = z2.

We denote a grading-restricted V -supermodule by (W,YW ,dW ,DW ), or just W . In this pa-
per, we shall also use the abbreviation V -supermodule since we will not consider more general
supermodules. Note that V is a supermodule over itself.

Homomorphisms of supermodules are defined analogously to vertex superalgebras: they are
parity-preserving maps that commute with Y , d, and D.

Remark 3.6. We can view the vertex operator map YW in a V -supermodule W as a left-
action of V on W . Motivated by skew-symmetry, we define the linear map Y W

WV analogous to
a right-action:

Y W
WV : W ⊗ V → W

[︁[︁
x, x−1

]︁]︁
, w ⊗ v ↦→ Y W

WV (w, x)v := (−1)|v||w|exDW YW (v,−x)w

for w ∈ W , v ∈ V , w, v both Z2-homogeneous. With this right action, a V -supermodule is
automatically a bimodule if we view V as a 1

2Z-graded meromorphic open-string vertex algebra
(cf. [2, 13, 14, 15, 16]).
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Remark 3.7. With an argument similar to those in [11], it is clear that the duality axiom is
equivalent to the super-Jacobi identity

x−1
0 δ

(︃
x1 − x2

x0

)︃
YW (u, x1)YW (v, x2)− (−1)|u|·|v|x−1

0 δ

(︃
−x2 + x1

x0

)︃
YW (v, x2)YW (u, x1)

= x−1
2 δ

(︃
x1 − x0

x2

)︃
YW (Y (u, x0)v, x2) (3.1)

for u, v ∈ V that are Z2-homogeneous.

3.2 W -valued rational functions

Recall the algebraic completion W of a V -supermodule W is precisely the full dual of the
restricted dual. More precisely, if W =

∐︁
n∈CW(n), then

W = (W ′)∗ =
∏︂
n∈C

W(n).

Definition 3.8. Consider the configuration space

FnC = {(z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn | zi ̸= zj , 1 ≤ i < j ≤ n}.

A W -valued rational function in z1, . . . , zn with the only possible poles at zi = zj , i ̸= j, is a map

f : FnC → W, (z1, . . . , zn) ↦→ f(z1, . . . , zn)

such that for any w′ ∈ W ′, ⟨w′, f(z1, . . . , zn)⟩ is a rational function in z1 . . . , zn with the only

possible poles at zi = zj , i ̸= j. We use ˜︂Wz1,...,zn to denote the space of such functions.

Example 3.9. Let u1, . . . , un ∈ V , w′ ∈ W ′ and w ∈ W be a vacuum-like vector in W , i.e.,
YW (v, x)w ∈ W [[x]]. In this case, we know that the series

⟨w′, YW (u1, z1) · · ·YW (un, zn)w⟩ (3.2)

converges absolutely to a rational function with the only possible poles at zi = zj , 1 ≤ i < j ≤ n,
denoted by

R(⟨w′, YW (u1, z1) · · ·YW (un, zn)w⟩); (3.3)

(3.3) is the analytic continuation of the series (3.2) and thus makes sense whenever zi ̸= zj ,
1 ≤ i < j ≤ n. The linear map w′ ↦→ R(⟨w′, YW (u1, z1) · · ·YW (un, zn)w⟩) defines an element in
W for every (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC. If we denote this element in W by

E(YW (u1, z1) · · ·YW (un, zn)w), (3.4)

then the map (z1, . . . , zn) ↦→ E(YW (u1, z1) · · ·YW (un, zn)w) is a W -valued rational function. We
shall omit the reference of (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC and directly say that (3.4) is a W -valued rational
function.

Notation 3.10. Generally, for a series∑︂
m1,...,mn∈Z

wm1...mnz
−m1−1
1 · · · z−mn−1

n
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in W
[︁[︁
z1, z

−1
1 , . . . , zn, z

−1
n

]︁]︁
, such that for every w′ ∈ W ′, the complex series⟨︃

w′,
∑︂

m1,...,mn∈Z
wm1...mnz

−m1−1
1 · · · z−mn−1

n

⟩︃
(3.5)

converges absolutely in a certain region to a rational function with the only possible poles at
zi = zj , 1 ≤ i < j ≤ n, we may use the notation

R

(︃⟨︃
w′,

∑︂
m1,...,mn∈Z

wm1...mnz
−m1−1
1 · · · z−mn−1

n

⟩︃)︃
(3.6)

for the sum of the complex series (3.5), which makes sense everywhere on FnC. We will use the
notation

E

(︃ ∑︂
m1,...,mn∈Z

wm1...mnz
−m1−1
1 · · · z−mn−1

n

)︃
(3.7)

to denote the corresponding W -valued rational function, which may be viewed as the analytic
continuation of the sum of the series f(z1, . . . , zn) with coefficients in W .

Remark 3.11. Note that (3.6) and (3.7) make sense everywhere on FnC, while (3.5) may
converge in a much smaller region. For example, let u1, u2 ∈ V be Z2-homogeneous, w′ ∈ W ′,
and w ∈ W be a vacuum-like vector. Then

⟨w′, Y (u1, z1)Y (u2, z2)w⟩

converges absolutely in the region |z1| > |z2|; the series

(−1)|u1||u2|⟨w′, Y (u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)w⟩

converges absolutely in the region |z2| > |z1|. Since the regions of convergence of these two series
do not intersect, we cannot equate them. However, we may say that

R(⟨w′, Y (u1, z1)Y (u2, z2)w⟩) = (−1)|u1||u2|R(⟨w′, Y (u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)w⟩),

because these two series converge to a common rational function. We may also say that

E(Y (u1, z1)Y (u2, z2)w) = (−1)|u1||u2|E(Y (u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)w),

since these two series converge to the same W -valued rational functions. The use of W -valued
rational functions is crucial for the construction of the cohomology theory of vertex algebras
and superalgebras.

Notation 3.12. For convenience, we introduce the following notations:

E
(n)
W (v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn;w; z1, . . . , zn) = E(YW (v1, z1) · · ·YW (vn, zn)w); (3.8)

(3.8) defines W -valued rational functions, but not in ˜︂Wz1,...,zn unless w is vacuum-like. In case
W = V , we have

E
(n)
V (v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; 1; z1, . . . , zn) = E(Y (v1, z1) · · ·Y (vn, zn)1)

which defines a V -valued rational function in ˜︁Vz1,...,zn .



A Cohomology Theory of Supercommutative Algebras 19

Remark 3.13. A linear map f with domain W can be naturally extended to W , provided that
a certain convergence condition holds. More precisely, given an element w̄ ∈ W , we first apply
the projection Pn : W → W(n) to obtain an element Pnw̄ ∈ W . Then f(Pnw̄) makes sense. The

extension is well defined if the series
∑︁

n∈C f(Pnw̄) converges to a well-defined element in W ,
i.e., for each r ∈ C, only finitely many n makes Prf(Pnw̄) nonzero.

Remark 3.14. The product of vertex operators may also be understood via this procedure.
For example, fix u1, u2 ∈ V , w ∈ W . Then for a fixed z2 ∈ C×, YW (u2, z2)w ∈ W . To act
YW (u1, z1) on this element in W , we follow the same procedure and set

YW (u1, z1)YW (u2, z2)w =
∑︂
n∈C

YW (u1, z1)PnYW (u2, z2)w.

From the duality axiom, the series converges absolutely if |z1| > |z2| > 0 defines an element
in W . By an analytic continuation process, we obtain a W -valued rational function, which is
an element in W that makes sense everywhere nonzero on FnC.

3.3 Cochain construction I: D-derivative property
and d-conjugation property

We shall build a cochain out of linear maps Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn . For convenience, we modify the
notation as Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn) instead of the notation in [6], which is more conceptual
but involves too many parentheses. In order to maintain the geometric interpretation, we would
like them to be compatible with the operators d and D on V and W .

Definition 3.15. For n ∈ Z+, a linear map Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn is said to have the D-derivative
property if

∂

∂zi
⟨w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn)⟩

= ⟨w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vi−1 ⊗DV vi ⊗ vi+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn)⟩

for i = 1, . . . , n, v1, . . . , vn ∈ V , and w′ ∈ W ′; and(︃
∂

∂z1
+ · · ·+ ∂

∂zn

)︃
⟨w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn)⟩

= ⟨w′,DWΦ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn)⟩.

Definition 3.16. For n ∈ Z+, a linear map Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn is said to have the d-conjugation
property if for v1, . . . , vn ∈ V , w ∈ W , w′ ∈ W ′, (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC, and z ∈ C× such that
(zz1, . . . , zzn) ∈ FnC,⟨︁

w′, zdWΦ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn)
⟩︁
=

⟨︁
w′,Φ

(︁
zdV v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ zdV vn; zz1, . . . , zzn

)︁⟩︁
.

Note that despite the fact that V and W admits half-integral grading, since Φ is assumed to be
a rational function, the half-integer power introduced should be balanced on both sides. So it
is not necessary to specify a branch of z1/2 for this identity.

The following proposition follows directly from the D-derivative property and the formal
Taylor theorem. For a treatment of the formal Taylor theorem, see [11].

Proposition 3.17. Let Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn be a linear map with the D-derivative property.
Then for v1, . . . , vn ∈ V , w′ ∈ W ′, (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC, z ∈ C, such that (z1+z, . . . , zn+z) ∈ FnC,⟨︁

w′, ezDWΦ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn)
⟩︁
=

⟨︁
w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1 + z, . . . , zn + z)

⟩︁
,
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and for (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC, z ∈ C, such that (z1, . . . , zi−1, zi + z, zi+1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC, the power
series of⟨︁

w′,Φ
(︁
v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vi−1 ⊗ ezDV vi ⊗ vi+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn

)︁⟩︁
(3.9)

in z is equal to the power series expansion of⟨︁
w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zi−1, zi + z, zi+1, . . . , zn)

⟩︁
(3.10)

in z. In particular, the power series (3.9) in z is absolutely convergent to (3.10) in the disk
|z| < mini̸=j{|zi − zj |}.

3.4 Cochain construction II: composable condition

To make sense of the coboundary operator, we need to impose the following condition on the
linear maps V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn .

Definition 3.18. Let Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn be a linear map. For m ∈ N, Φ is said to be
composable with m vertex operators if the following condition is satisfied: Fix arbitrary l0 ∈ N,
l1, . . . , ln ∈ Z+ such that l0 + l1 + · · ·+ ln = m+ n, v1, . . . , vm+n ∈ V and w′ ∈ W ′. Set

Ψi = E
(li)
V (vl0+···+li−1+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vl0+···+li−1+li ; 1; zl0+···+li−1+1 − ζi, . . . , zl0+···+li−1+li − ζi)

= E
(︁
Y (vl0+···+li−1+1, zl0+···+li−1+1 − ζi) · · ·Y (vl0+···+li−1+li , zl0+···+li−1+li − ζi)1

)︁
for i = 1, . . . , n. Then the series∑︂

r0∈C,r1,...,rn∈ 1
2
Z

⟨w′, E(YW (v1, z1) · · ·YW (vl0 , zl0)Pr0(Φ(Pr1Ψ1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ PrnΨn; ζ1, . . . , ζn)))⟩

is absolutely convergent when

zi ̸= zj , 1 ≤ i < j ≤ l0,

|zi| > |ζj |+ |zk − ζj |, 1 ≤ i ≤ l0, 1 ≤ j ≤ n,

j−1∑︂
β=0

lβ + 1 ≤ k ≤
j−1∑︂
β=0

lβ + lj ,

|zl0+···+li−1+p − ζi|+ |zl0+···+lj−1+q − ζj | < ||ζi| − |ζj ||,
1 ≤ i < j ≤ n, 1 ≤ p ≤ li, 1 ≤ q ≤ lj .

Moreover, there exist positive integers N(vi, vj) depending only on vi and vj for i, j = 1, . . . ,
m+ n, i ̸= j such that the sum can be analytically extended to a rational function in z1, . . . , zm+n

independent of ζ1, . . . , ζn, with the only possible poles at zi = zj of order less than or equal to
N(vi, vj) for 1 ≤ i < j ≤ m+ n.

Notation 3.19. For n ∈ Z+, let ˆ︁Cn
0 (V,W ) denote the subspace of HomC

(︁
V ⊗n,˜︂Wz1,...,zn

)︁
satis-

fying both the D-derivative and d-conjugation properties, let ˆ︁Cn
m(V,W ) denote the subspace ofˆ︁Cn

0 (V,W ) that is further composable with m vertex operators, and let ˆ︁C0
m(V,W ) = W . Then

we have ˆ︁Cn
m(V,W ) ⊆ ˆ︁Cn

m−1(V,W ) for m ∈ Z+. Additionally let ˆ︁Cn
∞(V,W ) =

⋂︁
m∈N

ˆ︁Cn
m(V,W ).

Example 3.20. For weight 0 w ∈ W satisfying YW (v, x)w ∈ W [[x]] and DW (w) = 0, the
W -valued rational function E

(n)
W,w(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn) for v1, . . . , vn ∈ V gives a linear map

E
(n)
W ;w : V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn , v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn ↦→ E

(n)
W (v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn;w; z1, . . . , zn).

By the properties of YW -operators, this map has the D-derivative and d-conjugation properties.
Since products and iterates of vertex operators converge, E

(n)
W,w is composable with any number

of vertex operators. In particular, E
(n)
V is such a map. So the spaces ˆ︁Cn

∞(V, V ) and ˆ︁Cn
m(V, V )

are nonempty for every m,n ∈ Z+.



A Cohomology Theory of Supercommutative Algebras 21

Notation 3.21. For convenience, we define the linear maps

Φ ◦
(︁
E

(l1)
V ⊗ · · · ⊗ E

(ln)
V

)︁
: V ⊗(m+n) → ˜︂Wz1,...,zm+n ,

E
(m)
W ◦m+1 Φ: V ⊗(m+n) → ˜︂Wz1,...,zm+n ,

E
W ;(m)
WV ◦0 Φ: V ⊗(m+n) → ˜︂Wz1,...,zm+n

by (︁
Φ ◦

(︁
E

(l1)
V ⊗ · · · ⊗ E

(ln)
V

)︁)︁
(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vm+n; z1, . . . , zm+n)

= E

(︃ ∑︂
r1,...,rn∈ 1

2
Z

Φ(Pr1E
(l1)
V (v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vl1 ; 1; z1 − ζ1, . . . , zl1 − ζ1)

⊗ · · · ⊗ PrnE
(ln)
V (vl1+···+ln−1+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vl1+···+ln ; 1;

zl1+···+ln−1+1 − ζn, . . . , zl1+···+ln − ζn); ζ1, . . . , ζn)

)︃
,(︁

E
(m)
W ◦m+1 Φ

)︁
(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vm+n; z1, . . . , zm+n)

= E

(︃∑︂
r∈C

E
(m)
W (v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vm;PrΦ(vm+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vm+n; zm+1, . . . , zm+n); z1, . . . , zm)

)︃
,

(︁
E

W ;(m)
WV ◦0 Φ

)︁
(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vm+n; z1, . . . , zm+n)

= E

(︃∑︂
r∈C

1∑︂
i=0

(−1)

m∑︁
j=1

i|vn+j |
E

(m)
W (vn+1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+m;Pr,iΦ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn;

z1, . . . , zn); zn+1, . . . , zn+m)

)︃
.

respectively, where for w ∈ W , Prw = Pr,0w + Pr,1w with Pr,iw ∈ W i, i = 0, 1.
In addition, if l1 = · · · = li−1 = li+1 = · · · = ln = 1 and li = k for some i, 1 ≤ i ≤ n and

k ∈ Z+, we use the notation Φ ◦i E(k)
V for the first expression.

To describe the square-zero extensions and first-order deformations, we consider the following
1/2-composable condition.

Definition 3.22. We say Φ ∈ ˆ︁C2
0 (V,W ) satisfies the 1/2-composable condition, if for v1, v2,

v3 ∈ V , and w′ ∈ W ′, the series∑︂
r∈C

(︁⟨︁
w′, E

(1)
W (v1;Pr(Φ(v2 ⊗ v3; z2 − ζ, z3 − ζ)); z1, ζ)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,Φ

(︁
v1 ⊗ Pr

(︁
E

(2)
V (v2 ⊗ v3; 1; z2 − ζ, z3 − ζ)

)︁
; z1, ζ

)︁⟩︁)︁
and ∑︂

r∈C

(︁⟨︁
w′,Φ

(︁
Pr

(︁
E

(2)
V (v1 ⊗ v2; 1; z1 − ζ, z2 − ζ)

)︁
⊗ v3; ζ, z3

)︁⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′, E

W,(1)
WV (Pr(Φ(v1 ⊗ v2; z1 − ζ, z2 − ζ)); v3)(ζ; z3)

⟩︁)︁
are absolutely convergent in the regions

|z1 − ζ| > |z2 − ζ|, |z3 − ζ| > 0, and |ζ − z3| > |z1 − ζ|, |z2 − ζ| > 0,

respectively, and can be analytically extended to rational functions in z1, z2, and z3 with the
only possible poles at zi = zj , 1 ≤ i < j ≤ 3. Let ˆ︁C2

1/2(V,W ) be the subspace of 1/2-composable
linear maps in ˆ︁C2

0 (V,W ). Clearly, ˆ︁C2
m(V,W ) ⊆ ˆ︁C2

1/2(V,W ) for every m ∈ Z+.
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3.5 Cochain construction III: shuffle condition

For V -supermodules, we will further restrict to particular linear maps that are parity-preserving
and have zero super shuffle sums.

Definition 3.23. For n ∈ Z+, a linear map Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn is parity-preserving if for every
v1, . . . , vn ∈ V that are Z2-homogeneous, and (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ FnC,

Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn) ∈ W |v1|+···+|vn|.

Equivalently, for every r ∈ C,

PrΦ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn) ∈ W
|v1|+···+|vn|
(r) .

Definition 3.24. Let f ∈ ˜︂Wz1,...,zn , and let σ ∈ Symn. We define a left action of Symn on˜︂Wz1,...,zn by

(σ(f))(z1, . . . , zn) = f(zσ(1), . . . , zσ(n)).

Now let Φ ∈ HomC
(︁
V ⊗n,˜︂Wz1,...,zn

)︁
, and let v1, . . . , vn ∈ V . We extend the action of Symn to

HomC
(︁
V ⊗n,˜︂Wz1,...,zn

)︁
by

(σ(Φ))(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn) = σ(Φ(vσ(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ vσ(n))).

More precisely,

(σ(Φ))(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn) = Φ(vσ(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ vσ(n); zσ(1), . . . , zσ(n)).

We shall use the notation(︃
1 2 · · · n− 1 n
i1 i2 · · · in−1 in

)︃
for the permutation sending j to ij for j = 1, . . . , n.

Definition 3.25. Recall the set of shuffles Jp(1, . . . , n) from Section 2. Define the set J−1
n;p ={︁

σ−1 | σ ∈ Jp(1, . . . , n)
}︁
. For m,n ∈ N or m = 1

2 , n = 2, we define the subspace Cn
m(V,W ) ⊆ˆ︁Cn

m(V,W ) consisting of parity-preserving linear maps Φ: V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn , such that∑︂
σ∈J−1

n;p

(−1)σ(−1)σ
o
σ(Φ(vσ(1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ vσ(n))) = 0

for 1 ≤ p ≤ n− 1. We also define

Cn
∞(V,W ) =

⋂︂
m∈N

Cn
m(V,W ).

3.6 Coface maps

To show that ˆ︁Cn
m(V,W ) and Cn

m(V,W ) form a cochain with the appropriate coboundary map,
we apply simplicial methods. We define the following coface maps analogously to the Hochschild
maps in [17, Chapter 9].
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Definition 3.26. For i = 0, . . . , n+ 1, we define the coface maps

∂̂n;i
m : ˆ︁Cn

m(V,W ) → ˆ︁Cn+1
m−1(V,W )

by

∂̂n;i
m (Φ) =

⎧⎪⎨⎪⎩
E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ if i = 0,

Φ ◦i E(2)
V if 1 ≤ i ≤ n,

E
W,(1)
WV ◦0 Φ if i = n+ 1

(using Notation 3.21).

To check that the maps so defined form a family of coface maps, it suffices to prove the
following technical lemma.

Lemma 3.27. For n ∈ Z≥0, i, j = 0, . . . , n+ 1, i < j, and m ∈ Z+ + 1,

∂̂n;j
m−1 ◦ ∂̂

n−1;i
m = ∂̂n;i

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;j−1
m .

Proof. Clearly, the image of each ∂̂n;i
m is indeed composable with m − 1 vertex operators.

Because of absolute convergence, we may change the order of iterated sums. Now let Φ ∈ˆ︁Cn
m(V,W ). Then for v1, . . . , vn+1 ∈ V that are Z2-homogeneous, w′ ∈ W ′, and (z1, . . . , zn+1) ∈

Fn+1C, we can realize the coface maps explicitly:⟨︁
w′,

(︁
∂̂n;i
m (Φ)

)︁
(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1; z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁

=

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (v1, z1)Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1; z2, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁)︁
if i = 0,

R
(︁⟨︁
w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vi−1 ⊗ Y (vi, zi − ζi)Y (vi+1, zi+1 − ζi)1

⊗vi+2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1; z1, . . . , zi−1, ζi, zi+2, . . . , zn+1)
⟩︁)︁

if 1 ≤ i ≤ n,

R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (vn+1, zn+1)P(0)(Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn))

⟩︁)︁
+ (−1)|vn+1|R

(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (vn+1, zn+1)

P(1)(Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z1, . . . , zn))
⟩︁)︁

if i = n+ 1,

where P(0) and P(1) are the projections onto the even or odd parts of the relevant subspaces of

W -valued rational functions, respectively. Because the above is independent of ζi, we can take
ζi = zi+1, so for 1 ≤ i ≤ n we get⟨︁

w′,
(︁
∂̂n;i
m (Φ)

)︁
(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1; z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁
= R(⟨w′,Φ(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vi−1 ⊗ (Y (vi, zi − zi+1)vi+1)⊗ vi+2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1;

z1, . . . , zi−1, zi+1, . . . , zn+1)⟩).

We now break things into cases, using lemmas in [12]. Let Φ ∈ ˆ︁Cn−1
m (V,W ).

1. First, we show ∂̂n;j
m−1 ◦ ∂̂

n−1;0
m = ∂̂n;0

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;j−1
m , for 2 ≤ j ≤ n. We have

∂̂n;j
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;0
m Φ

)︁
=

(︁
E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ

)︁
◦j E(2)

V ,

∂̂n;0
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;j−1
m Φ

)︁
= E

(1)
W ◦2

(︁
Φ ◦j−1 E

(2)
V

)︁
.

By [12, Lemma 4.19], these are equal, proving the first case.
2. Next we show ∂̂n;1

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;0
m = ∂̂n;0

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;0
m . We have

∂̂n;1
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;0
m Φ

)︁
=

(︁
E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ

)︁
◦1 E(2)

V ,

∂̂n;0
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;0
m Φ

)︁
= E

(1)
W ◦2

(︁
E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ

)︁
.

By [12, Lemma 4.18], these are equal, proving the second case.
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3. Now we show ∂̂n;n+1
m−1 ◦ ∂̂n−1;0

m = ∂̂n;0
m−1 ◦ ∂̂

n−1;n
m . First consider

∂̂n;n+1
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;0
m Φ

)︁
= E

W,(1)
WV ◦0

(︁
E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ

)︁
.

Evaluating at v1, . . . , vn+1 ∈ V (all Z2-homogeneous) and (z1, . . . , zn+1) ∈ Fn+1C and pairing
with w′ ∈ W ′, we obtain⟨︁

w′, E
(︁
E

W,(1)
WV

(︁
(E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ)(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn); vn+1

)︁)︁
(z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁
= R

(︁⟨︁
w′, E

W,(1)
WV

(︁(︁
E

(1)
W ◦2 Φ

)︁
(v1 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn); vn+1

)︁
(z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁)︁
= R

(︁⟨︁
w′, E

W,(1)
WV

(︁
E

(1)
W (v1; Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn)); vn+1

)︁
(z1, . . . , zn)

⟩︁)︁
(3.11)

=
1∑︂

j=0

(−1)j|vn+1|R
(︁⟨︁
w′, E

(1)
W

(︁
vn+1;P(j)

(︁
E

(1)
W (v1; Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn))

)︁)︁
(zn+1, z1, . . . , zn)

⟩︁)︁
=

1∑︂
j=0

(−1)|vn+1|(|v1|+j)R
(︁
⟨w′, YW (vn+1, zn+1)YW (v1, z1)P(j)(Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z2, . . . , zn))⟩

)︁
.

On the other hand, consider

(∂̂n;0
m−1)

(︁
∂̂n−1;n
m

)︁
Φ = E

(1)
W ◦2

(︁
E

W,(1)
WV ◦0 Φ

)︁
.

Evaluating at v1, . . . , vn and (z1, . . . , zn+1) and pairing with w′, we obtain⟨︁
w′, E

(︁
E

(1)
W (v1;

(︁
E

W,(1)
WV ◦0 Φ

)︁
(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1))

)︁
(z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁
= R

(︁⟨︁
w′, E

(1)
W

(︁
v1;

(︁
E

W,(1)
WV ◦0 Φ

)︁
(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn+1)

)︁
(z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁)︁
= R

(︁⟨︁
w′, E

(1)
W

(︁
v1;E

W,(1)
WV (Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn); vn+1)

)︁
(z1, . . . , zn+1)

⟩︁)︁
=

1∑︂
j=0

(−1)j|vn+1|R
(︁⟨︁
w′, E

(1)
W

(︁
v1;E

(1)
W (vn+1;P(j)(Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn)))

)︁
(z1, zn+1, . . . , zn)

⟩︁)︁
=

1∑︂
j=0

(−1)j|vn+1|R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (v1, z1)YW (vn+1, zn+1)P(j)(Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z2, . . . , zn))

⟩︁)︁
.

Using the supercommutativity of the algebra, this is the same as

1∑︂
j=0

(−1)|vn+1||v1|(−1)j|vn+1|R(⟨w′, YW (vn+1, zn+1)YW (v1, z1)

× P(j)(Φ(v2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ vn; z2, . . . , zn))⟩). (3.12)

We see that (3.11) = (3.12), proving the third case.
4. Next we show ∂̂n;j

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;i
m = ∂̂n;i

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;j−1
m , for 1 ≤ i ≤ n− 2 and i+ 2 ≤ j ≤ n. We

have

∂̂n;j
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;i
m Φ

)︁
=

(︁
Φ ◦i E(2)

V

)︁
◦j E(2)

V ,

∂̂n;i
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;j−1
m Φ

)︁
=

(︁
Φ ◦j−1 E

(2)
V

)︁
◦i E(2)

V .

By [12, Lemma 4.21], these are equal, proving the fourth case.
5. Now we show ∂̂n;i+1

m−1 ◦ ∂̂n−1;i
m = ∂̂n;i

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;i
m , for 1 ≤ i ≤ n− 1. We have

∂̂n;i+1
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;i
m Φ

)︁
=

(︁
Φ ◦i E(2)

V

)︁
◦i+1 E

(2)
V ,

∂̂n;i
m−1

(︁
∂̂n−1;i
m Φ

)︁
=

(︁
Φ ◦i E(2)

V

)︁
◦i E(2)

V .

By [12, Lemma 4.22], these are equal, proving the fifth case.
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6. The case of ∂̂n;n+1
m−1 ◦ ∂̂n−1;i

m = ∂̂n;i
m−1 ◦ ∂̂

n−1;n
m , for 1 ≤ i ≤ n− 1, follows analogously to case

(1), except using the right action.
7. Similarly, the case of ∂̂n;n+1

m−1 ◦ ∂̂n−1;n
m = ∂̂n;n

m−1 ◦ ∂̂
n−1;n
m follows similarly to case (2), except

using the right action. As in case (2), we need associativity.
This handles all possible cases, proving that ∂̂n;i

m forms a family of coface maps. ■

3.7 Coboundary map

We now define the coboundary map

δ̂nm : ˆ︁Cn
m(V,W ) → ˆ︁Cn+1

m−1(V,W )

by

δ̂nm =

n+1∑︂
i=0

(−1)i∂̂n;i
m .

We also define

ˆδ21/2 :
ˆ︁C2
1/2(V,W ) → ˆ︁C3

0 (V,W )

by ⟨︁
w′,

(︁
δ̂21/2(Φ)

)︁
(v1 ⊗ v2 ⊗ v3; z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁
= R

(︁⟨︁
w′, E

(1)
W (v1; Φ(v2 ⊗ v3); z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,Φ

(︁
v1 ⊗ E

(2)
V (v2 ⊗ v3; 1); z1, z2, z3

)︁⟩︁)︁
−R

(︁⟨︁
w′,Φ

(︁
E

(2)
V (v1 ⊗ v2; 1)⊗ v3; z1, z2, z3

)︁⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′, E

W,(1)
WV (Φ(v1 ⊗ v2); v3; z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁)︁
for w′ ∈ W ′, Φ ∈ ˆ︁C2

1/2(V,W ), v1, v2, v3 ∈ V , and (z1, z2, z3) ∈ F3C.

Remark 3.28. The use of W -valued functions is crucial to make sense of the coboundary map.
As maps V ⊗n → ˜︂Wz1,...,zn , arithmetic operations are permitted. If we stick to the series, even
with the composable condition, such arithmetic operations are not allowed since there does not
exist a common region of convergence for each series appearing in the summand.

Proposition 3.29. For n ∈ N, m ∈ Z+ + 1, with m ≥ 2, δ̂n+1
m−1 ◦ δ̂nm = 0. Furthermore,

δ̂21/2 ◦ δ̂
1
2 = 0.

Proof. The first claim follows directly from Lemma 3.27 and the corresponding discussion in
[17, Chapter 9]. The second follows from the first, and that δ̂12

(︁ ˆ︁C1
2 (V,W )

)︁
⊆ ˆ︁C2

1 (V,W ) ⊆ˆ︁C2
1/2(V,W ). ■

Theorem 3.30. For n ∈ N, m ∈ Z+, δ̂
n
m(Cn

m(V,W )) ⊆ Cn+1
m−1(V,W ). In addition, we have that

δ̂21/2
(︁
C2
1/2(V,W )

)︁
⊆ C3

0 (V,W ).

Proof. The first claim follows from combinatorics identical to Theorem 2.15. As for the second
claim, let Φ ∈ C2

1/2(V,W ). The shuffles of J1(1, 2, 3) are(︃
1 2 3
1 2 3

)︃
,

(︃
1 2 3
2 1 3

)︃
, and

(︃
1 2 3
3 1 2

)︃
.
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Also precomposing the elements of J2(1, 2, 3) with ( 1 2 3
3 1 2 ) returns exactly the set J1(1, 2, 3).

Therefore, it is sufficient to show that∑︂
σ∈J−1

3;1

(−1)σ(−1)σ
o
σ
(︁
δ̂21/2(Φ)

)︁
= 0.

Let v1, v2, v3 ∈ V , all Z2 homogeneous, w′ ∈ W ′, (z1, z2, z3) ∈ F3C, and ζ ∈ C such that
(zi − ζ, zj − ζ), (zk − ζ) ∈ F2C for i, j, k = 1, 2, 3, i < j. Then by definition we have∑︂

σ∈J−1
3,1

(−1)σ(−1)σ
o⟨︁
w′, σ

(︁(︁
δ̂21/2(Φ)

)︁
(vσ(1) ⊗ vσ(2) ⊗ vσ(3))

)︁
(z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁
=

⟨︁
w′,

(︁(︁
δ̂21/2(Φ)

)︁
(v1 ⊗ v2 ⊗ v3)

)︁
(z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁
− (−1)|v1||v2|

⟨︁
w′,

(︁(︁
δ̂21/2(Φ)

)︁
(v2 ⊗ v1 ⊗ v3)

)︁
(z2, z1, z3)

⟩︁
+ (−1)|v1|(|v2|+|v3|)⟨︁w′,

(︁(︁
δ̂21/2(Φ)

)︁
(v2 ⊗ v3 ⊗ v1)

)︁
(z2, z3, z1)

⟩︁
= R

(︁⟨︁
w′,

(︁
E

(1)
W (v1; Φ(v2 ⊗ v3))

)︁
(z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,

(︁
Φ
(︁
v1 ⊗ E

(2)
V (v2 ⊗ v3; 1)

)︁)︁
(z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁)︁
(3.13)

−R
(︁⟨︁
w′,

(︁
Φ
(︁
E

(2)
V (v1 ⊗ v2; 1)⊗ v3

)︁)︁
(z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,

(︁
E

W,(1)
WV (Φ(v1 ⊗ v2); v3)

)︁
(z1, z2, z3)

⟩︁)︁
(3.14)

− (−1)|v1||v2|R
(︁⟨︁
w′,

(︁
E

(1)
W (v2; Φ(v1 ⊗ v3))

)︁
(z2, z1, z3)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,

(︁
Φ(v2 ⊗ E

(2)
V (v1 ⊗ v3; 1))

)︁
(z2, z1, z3)

⟩︁)︁
(3.15)

+ (−1)|v1||v2|R
(︁⟨︁
w′,

(︁
Φ
(︁
E

(2)
V (v2 ⊗ v1; 1)⊗ v3

)︁)︁
(z2, z1, z3)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,

(︁
E

W,(1)
WV (Φ(v2 ⊗ v1); v3)

)︁
(z2, z1, z3)

⟩︁)︁
(3.16)

+ (−1)|v1|(|v2|+|v3|)R
(︁⟨︁
w′,

(︁
E

(1)
W (v2; Φ(v3 ⊗ v1))

)︁
(z2, z3, z1)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,

(︁
Φ
(︁
v2 ⊗ E

(2)
V (v3 ⊗ v1; 1)

)︁)︁
(z2, z3, z1)

⟩︁)︁
(3.17)

− (−1)|v1|(|v2|+|v3|)R
(︁⟨︁
w′,

(︁
Φ
(︁
E

(2)
V (v2 ⊗ v3; 1)⊗ v1

)︁)︁
(z2, z3, z1)

⟩︁
+
⟨︁
w′,

(︁
E

W,(1)
WV (Φ(v2 ⊗ v3); v1)

)︁
(z2, z3, z1)

⟩︁)︁
. (3.18)

Since Φ ∈ C2
1/2(V,W ) and E

(2)
V ∈ C2

1/2(V, V ), we have

(Φ(u1 ⊗ u2))(ζ1, ζ2) = (−1)|u1||u2|(Φ(u2 ⊗ u1))(ζ2, ζ1),(︁
E

(2)
V (u1 ⊗ u2)

)︁
(ζ1, ζ2) = (−1)|u1||u2|(︁E(2)

V (u2 ⊗ u1)
)︁
(ζ2, ζ1)

for u1, u2 ∈ V , both Z2 homogeneous, and (ζ1, ζ2) ∈ F2C. Also,

E
(1)
W (u;w) = (−1)|u||w|E

W,(1)
WV (w;u)

for u ∈ V , and w ∈ W . Using these formulas, we see (3.13) = −(3.18), (3.14) = −(3.16), and
(3.15) = −(3.17), so the whole sum goes to zero. ■

Proposition 3.31. Let f : V → W be any homogeneous map satisfying fD = DW f . Let
F ∈ ˆ︁C1

0 (V,W ) be defined by F (v; z) = ezDW f(v). Then the corresponding δF : V ⊗ V → ˜︂Wz1z2,
i.e.,

Φ(v1, v2; z1, z2) = (δF )(v1 ⊗ v2; z1, z2) = E(YW (v1, z1)F (v2; z2))

− E(F (Y (v1, z1 − ζ)Y (v2, z2 − ζ)1; ζ)) + (−1)|v2||f(v1)|E(YW (v2, z2)F (v1; z1)).

is 1
2 -composable, i.e., δF ∈ ˆ︁C2

1/2(V,W ).
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Proof. Instead of elaborating a technical computation, we explain the conceptual aspect here.
It is clear that F ∈ ˆ︁C1

1 (V,W ). It is also clear that for v1, v2, v3 ∈ V , YW (v1, z1)YW (v2, z2)f(v3)
and f(Y (v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)v3) all converge absolutely when |z1| > |z2| > 0 to rational func-
tions with the only possible poles at z1 = 0, z2 = 0 and z1 = z2. The problematic series is
YW (v1, z1)f(Y (v2, z2)v3). It is very easy to adjust f so that this series converges nowhere. This
series (with eζD-modifications) does appear in the individual summands∑︂

r∈C
E

(1)
W (v1;Pr(δF )(v2 ⊗ v3; z2 − ζ, z3 − ζ); z1, ζ),∑︂

r∈C
(δF )(v1 ⊗ PrE(Y (v2, z2 − ζ)Y (v3, z3 − ζ)1); z1, ζ).

So we are not able to conclude that each individual summand converges. However, if we add
up these two summands, the problematic terms cancel out, thus do not appear in the sum. The
same applies to the other two summands. ■

Note that for m ∈ Z+, we have ˆ︁Cn
∞(V,W ) ⊆ ˆ︁Cn

m(V,W ) for all n ∈ N, so we can define a map

δ̂n∞ = δ̂nm
⃓⃓ ˆ︁Cn

∞(V,W )
: ˆ︁Cn

∞(V,W ) → ˆ︁Cn+1
∞ (V,W ),

which is independent of m. Now, for n ∈ N, m ∈ Z+ or m = 1
2 or m = ∞, we define δnm =

δ̂nm
⃓⃓
Cn

m(V,W )
. By Proposition 3.29 and Theorem 3.30, for m ∈ Z+ we obtain chain complexes:

0 C0
m(V,W ) C1

m−1(V,W ) · · · Cm
0 (V,W ) 0,

0 C0
3 (V,W ) C1

2 (V,W ) C2
1/2(V,W ) C3

0 (V,W ) 0,

0 C0
∞(V,W ) C1

∞(V,W ) C2
∞(V,W ) C3

∞(V,W ) · · · .

δ0m δ1m−1 δm−1
1

δ03 δ12
δ2
1/2

δ0∞ δ1∞ δ2∞ δ3∞

Definition 3.32. Let n ∈ N. For m ∈ Z+, we define the n-th cohomology Hn
m(V,W ) of V with

coefficients in W and composable with m vertex operators to be

Hn
m(V,W ) = ker δnm/ im δn−1

m+1.

We also define

H2
1/2(V,W ) = ker δ21/2/ im δ12 and Hn

∞(V,W ) = ker δn∞/ im δn−1
∞ .

Remark 3.33. As in Remark 2.17, when restricted to vertex algebras (i.e., V 1 = 0) and even
modules, this cohomology theory agrees with that of Huang in [6].

4 First and second cohomologies and first-order deformations

In this section, we summarize the results in [7], which through minor modifications remain true
in the context of grading-restricted vertex superalgebras. More explicitly, the proofs in [7, 8]
involve commuting at most two elements (say v and w), so when dealing with Z2-homogeneous
elements, terms are modified by (−1)|v||w|.
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4.1 First cohomology and derivations

Let V be a grading-restricted vertex algebra and W a V -supermodule.

Definition 4.1. A
(︁
1
2Z × Z2

)︁
-grading-preserving linear map f : V → W is called a derivation

if, for u, v ∈ V , both Z2-homogeneous,

f(Y (u, x)v) = Y W
WV (f(u), x)v + YW (u, x)f(v)

= (−1)|u||v|exDW YW (v,−x)f(u) + YW (u, x)f(v).

We denote the space of all such derivations by Der(V,W ).

We have the following result for the first cohomologies of V with coefficients in W .

Theorem 4.2. H1
m(V,W ) is linearly isomorphic to the space of derivations from V to W for

any m ∈ Z+ ∪ {∞}. In particular, H1
m(V,W ) for m ∈ Z+ ∪ {∞} are isomorphic, and can be

denoted by the same notation H1(V,W ).

Proof. First note that a derivation f : V → W satisfies f(1) = 0. The proof follows identically
as in [7]. We set up the bijection between derivations and 1-cocycles. Let m ∈ Z+. Given
a function Φ ∈ Z1

m(V,W ), we obtain a map (Φ(·))(0) : V → W . On the other hand, let f ∈
Der(V,W ). Then we obtain a map Φf : V → ˜︂Wz1 given by

(Φf (v))(z) = f(Y (v, z)1) = Y W
WV (f(v), z)1+ YW (v, z)f(1)

= Y W
WV (f(v), z)1 = ezDW f(v),

where the last equality follows from |1| = 0.
First we show (Φ(·))(0) ∈ Der(V,W ). Note, for v ∈ V(n) and z ∈ C×, by the d-conjugation

property,

zdW (Φ(v))(0) =
(︁
Φ
(︁
zdV v

)︁)︁
(z0) = zn(Φ(v))(0),

so (Φ(v))(0) ∈ W(n), meaning (Φ(·))(0) preserves the 1
2Z-grading. Together with the assumption

that Φ is parity-preserving, (Φ(·))(0) preserves
(︁
1
2Z× Z2

)︁
-grading.

Now let v1, v2 ∈ V and w′ ∈ W ′. Since δ1mΦ = 0,

0 = R(⟨w′, YW (v1, z1)(Φ(v2))(z2)⟩)−R(⟨w′, (Φ(Y (v1, z1 − z2)v2))(z2)⟩)
+ (−1)|v1||v2|R(⟨w′, YW (v2, z2)(Φ(v1))(z1)⟩).

By the D-derivative property, we have

R(⟨w′, YW (v2, z2)(Φ(v1))(z1)⟩) = R(⟨w′, ez1DW YW (v2,−z1 + z2)(Φ(v1))(0)⟩).

Therefore, by setting z2 = 0 we have

0 = R(⟨w′, YW (v1, z1)(Φ(v2))(0)⟩)−R(⟨w′, (Φ(Y (v1, z1)v2))(0)⟩)
+ (−1)|v1||v2|R

(︁⟨︁
w′, ez1DW YW (v2,−z1)(Φ(v1))(0)

⟩︁)︁
.

Because w′ is arbitrary, using skew-supersymmetry,

(Φ(Y (v1, z1)v2))(0) = YW (v1, z1)(Φ(v2))(0) + Y W
WV ((Φ(v1))(0), z1)v2,

so (Φ(·))(0) is a derivation from V to W .
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Now we show that Φf is a 1-cocycle. We first show that the map v ↦→ Y W
WV (f(v), z1)1 =

ezDW f(v) is composable with any number of vertex operators, i.e., Φf ∈ C1
m(V,W ) for all

m ∈ Z+. Clearly, for every m ∈ Z+, v1, . . . , vm ∈ V , the series

YW (v1, z1) · · ·YW (vm−1, zm−1)e
zmDW f(vm),

eζDW f(Y (v1, z1 − ζ) · · ·Y (vm−1, zm−1 − ζ)Y (vm, zm − ζ)1)

converges, since the product of vertex operator converges, and that ezDW has no impact on the
convergence (see [13]). To show the convergence of the series

YW (v1, z1) · · ·YW (vk, zk)e
ζDW f(Y (vk+1, zk+1 − ζ) · · ·Y (vm, zm − ζ)1),

we need to use the fact that f is a derivation, to split it as

YW (v1, z1) · · ·YW (vk, zk)e
ζDW YW (vk+1, zk+1 − ζ)

× f(Y (vk+2, zk+2 − ζ) · · ·Y (vm, zm − ζ)1) (4.1)

+ YW (v1, z1) · · ·YW (vk, zk)e
ζDW Y W

WV (f(vk+1), zk+1 − ζ)

× Y (vk+2, zk+2 − ζ) · · ·Y (vm, zm − ζ)1. (4.2)

The convergence of (4.1) follows from an inductive argument. The convergence of (4.2) follows
from the convergence of products of vertex operators.

Now we calculate δ1mΦf . For v1, v2 ∈ V and w′ ∈ W ′,(︁(︁
δ1mΦf

)︁
(v1 ⊗ v2))(z1, z2) (4.3)

= R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (v1, z1)Y

W
WV (f(v2), z2)1

⟩︁)︁
(4.4)

−R
(︁
w′, Y W

WV (f(Y (v1, z1 − z2)v2), z2)1
)︁

(4.5)

+ (−1)|v1||v2|R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (v2, z2)Y

W
WV (f(v1), z1)1

⟩︁)︁
.

With a similar calculation as in [7], (4.5) is equal to

−R
(︁⟨︁
w′, Y W

WV (f(v1), z1)YW (v2, z2)1
⟩︁)︁

−R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (v1, z1)Y

W
WV (f(v2), z2)1

⟩︁)︁
. (4.6)

We see that terms (4.4) and (4.6) cancel. What remains in (4.3) is

−R
(︁⟨︁
w′, Y W

WV (f(v1), z1)Y (v2, z2)1
⟩︁)︁

+ (−1)|v1||v2|R
(︁⟨︁
w′, YW (v2, z2)Y

W
WV (f(v1), z1)1

⟩︁)︁
.

By duality, these two terms equal each other, so the sum is zero. Thus Φf is a 1-cocycle.
Note also that there exists no nonzero 1-coboundaries, since for every w ∈ W = C0

m+1(V,W ),(︁
δ0m+1w

)︁
(v; z) = 0. Therefore, Φf ∈ H1

m(V,W ). The maps between Der(V,W ) and H1
m(V,W )

are clearly inverse to each other. The conclusion thus follows for any m ∈ Z+. Since H1
∞(V,W )

is the inverse limit of the system
{︁
H1

m(V,W )
}︁
m∈Z+

and each H1
m(V,W ) is isomorphic to

Der(V,W ), it follows that H1
∞(V,W ) ∼= Der(V,W ). ■

4.2 Square-zero extensions

Definition 4.3. Let V be a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra. A square-zero ideal of V is
an ideal W ⊆ V such that for any u, v ∈ W , Y (u, x)v = 0.

Definition 4.4. Let V be a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra and W be a V -supermodule
whose dW -grading is given by 1

2Z. A square-zero extension (Λ, f, g) of V by W is a grading-
restricted vertex superalgebra Λ together with a surjective homomorphism f : Λ → V of grading-
restricted vertex superalgebras such that ker f is a square-zero ideal of Λ and an injective
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homomorphism of V -supermodules g : W → Λ such that g(W ) = ker f and that DΛ◦g = g◦DW

and f ◦DΛ = DV ◦f . We say two square-zero extensions (Λ1, f1, g1) and (Λ2, f2, g2) are equivalent
if there exists an isomorphism of grading-restricted vertex superalgebras h : Λ1 → Λ2 such that
the following diagram commutes:

0 W Λ1 V 0

0 W Λ2 V 0.

g1 f1

h

g2 f2

(4.7)

Theorem 4.5. Let V be a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra and W a
(︁
1
2Z×Z2

)︁
-graded V -

supermodule. Then the set of equivalence classes of square-zero extensions of V by W corresponds
bijectively to H2

1/2(V,W ).

Proof. Per the discussion in [7], any square-zero extension of V by W is equivalent to one of
the form

0 W V ⊕W V 0
i2 p1

for embedding i2 : w ↦→ (0, w) and projection p1 : (v, w) ↦→ v. For such a representative of the
equivalence classes of square-zero extensions, we denote the vertex operator by YV⊕W . Then for
u, v ∈ V , there exists an element Ψ(u, x)v ∈ W ((x)) such that for v1, v2 ∈ V and w1, w2 ∈ W ,

YV⊕W ((v1, w1), x)(v2, w2) = (Y (v1, x)v2, YW (v1, x)w2 + Y W
WV (w1, x)v2 +Ψ(v1, x)v2). (4.8)

The vacuum of V ⊕W is (1, 0), and a quick check shows Ψ(v, x)1 = 0 for v ∈ V .
We proceed to show that Ψ leads to a 2-cocycle. By the D-derivative and d-commutator

properties of V ⊕W , we obtain (shown explicitly in [7])

d

dx
Ψ(v, x) = Ψ(DV v, x) = DWΨ(v, x)−Ψ(v, x)DV ,

dWΨ(v, x)−Ψ(v, x)dV = Ψ(dV v, x) + x
d

dx
Ψ(v, x),

zdWΨ(v, x) = Ψ(zdV v, zx)zdV .

Identify (V ⊕W )′ with V ′ ⊕W ′. For v1, v2 ∈ V and w′ ∈ W ′,

⟨(0, w′), YV⊕W ((v1, 0), z1)YV⊕W ((v2, 0), z2)(1, 0)⟩
= ⟨w′,Ψ(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1+ YW (v1, z1)Ψ(v2, z2)1⟩ = ⟨w′,Ψ(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1⟩,

(−1)|(v1,0)||(v2,0)|⟨(0, w′), YV⊕W ((v2, 0), z2)YV⊕W ((v1, 0), z1)(1, 0)⟩
= (−1)|v1||v2|⟨w′,Ψ(v2, z2)Y (v1, z1)1+ YW (v2, z2)Ψ(v1, z1)1⟩
= (−1)|v1||v2|⟨w′,Ψ(v2, z2)Y (v1, z1)1⟩,

⟨(0, w′), YV⊕W (YV⊕W ((v1, 0), z1 − z2)(v2, 0), z2)(1, 0)⟩
= ⟨w′, Y W

WV (Ψ(v1, z1 − z2)v2, z2)1+Ψ(Y (v1, z1 − z2)v2, z2)1⟩
= ⟨w′, Y W

WV (Ψ(v1, z1 − z2)v2, z2)1⟩

are absolutely convergent in the regions |z1| > |z2| > 0, |z2| > |z1| > 0, |z2| > |z1 − z2| > 0,
respectively, to a common rational function in z1 and z2 with the only possible poles at z1 = 0,
z2 = 0 and z1 = z2. In terms of the E-notation, we have

E(Ψ(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1) = (−1)|v1||v2|E(Ψ(v2, z2)Y (v1, z1)1)

= E(Y W
WV (Ψ(v1, z1 − z2)v2, z2)1)
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in ˜︂Wz1,z2 . For v1, v2 ∈ V and (z1, z2) ∈ F2C, we define the linear map Φ: V ⊗ V → ˜︂Wz1,z2 by

(Φ(v1 ⊗ v2))(z1, z2) = E(Ψ(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1).

Straightforward arguments in [7] show that Φ has both the d-commutator and D-derivative
properties, and the weakened 1

2 -composability condition, meaning Φ ∈ ˆ︁C2
1/2(V,W ). The ar-

gument in [7] also shows that δ21/2(Φ) = 0, as it only relies on the associativity of the vertex
operators. To see that Φ ∈ C2

1/2(V,W ), we note that for v1, v2 ∈ V and (z1, z2) ∈ F2C we have

(Φ(v1 ⊗ v2))(z1, z2) = E(Ψ(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1) = (−1)|v1||v2|E(Ψ(v2, z2)Y (v1, z1)1)

= (−1)|v1||v2|(Φ(v2 ⊗ v1))(z2, z1) = (−1)(σ)
o
(σ(Φ(v2 ⊗ v1)))(z1, z2),

where σ = (12) is the only nontrivial shuffle on 2 elements. Thus∑︂
σ∈J−1

n;p

(−1)σ(−1)σ
o
σ(Φ(v1 ⊗ v2)) = 0.

Hence Φ is a 2-cocycle in C2
1/2(V,W ). Conversely, let Φ be a representative of an element of

H2
1/2(V,W ) satisfying (Φ(v1 ⊗ 1))(z1, z2) = 0. The existence of such a representative is given

in [8] (because 1 is even, the proof is verbatim). Then for any v1, v2 ∈ V , w′ ∈ W ′, ⟨w′, (Φ(v1 ⊗
v2))(z, 0)⟩ is a rational function of z with the only possible pole at z = 0, whose order is bounded
above by a number independent of w′. This defines an element Ψ(v1, x)v2 ∈ W ((x)) by

⟨w′,Ψ(v1, x)v2⟩|x=z = ⟨w′, (Φ(v1 ⊗ v2))(z, 0)⟩

for z ∈ C×. We define YV⊕W (v1, x)v2 using (4.8). Reversing the above proof, we see that YV⊕W

and the vacuum (1, 0) equips V ⊕W with a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra structure and
with the projection p1 : V ⊕W → V and embedding i2 : W → V ⊕W is a square-zero extension
of V by W .

Now we show that two square-zero extensions are equivalent if and only if the corresponding
2-cocycles differ by a coboundary. First, let Φ1,Φ2 ∈ ker δ21/2 be two 2-cocycles obtained from

square-zero extensions
(︁
V ⊕W,Y

(k)
V⊕W , p1, i2

)︁
, where k = 1, 2. Assume that Φ1 = Φ2 + δ1(Γ),

where Γ ∈ C1(V,W ). Necessarily, Γ preserves the d-grading and the parity. Then we have

R(⟨w′,Ψ1(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1⟩) = ⟨w′, (Φ1(v1 ⊗ v2))(z1, z2)⟩
= ⟨w′, (Φ2(v1 ⊗ v2))(z1, z2)⟩+ ⟨w′, (δ1(Γ))(z1, z2)⟩
= R(⟨w′,Ψ2(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1⟩) +R(⟨w′, YW (v1, z1)(Γ(v2))(z2)⟩)
−R(⟨w′, (Γ(Y (v1, z1 − z2)v2))(z2)⟩)
+ (−1)|v1||v2|R(⟨w′, YW (v2, z2)(Γ(v1))(z1)⟩)

= R(⟨w′,Ψ2(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2)1⟩) +R(⟨w′, YW (v1, z1)(Γ(v2))(z2)⟩)
−R(⟨w′, (Γ(Y (v1, z1 − z2)v2))(z2)⟩)
+ (−1)|v1||v2|R(⟨w′, e(z1−z2)DW YW (v2,−z1)(Γ(v1))(z2)⟩).

Setting z2 = 0, we have

⟨w′,Ψ1(v1, z1)v2⟩ = ⟨w′,Ψ2(v1, z1)v2⟩+ ⟨w′, YW (v1, z1)(Γ(v2))(0)⟩
− ⟨w′, (Γ(Y (v1, z1)v2))(0)⟩+ (−1)|v1||v2|⟨w′, ez1DW YW (v2,−z1)(Γ(v1))(0)⟩.

Then, using skew-symmetry, we have

Ψ1(v1, x)v2 = Ψ2(v1, x)v2 + YW (v1, x)(Γ(v2))(0)

− (Γ(Y (v1, x)v2))(0) + Y W
WV ((Γ(v1))(0), x)v2.
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Using this and (4.8), for v1, v2 ∈ V and w1, w2 ∈ W , we have

Y
(1)
V⊕W ((v1, w1), x)(v2, w2)

= (Y (v1, x)v2, YW (v1, x)w2 + Y W
WV (w1, x)v2 +Ψ1(v1, x)v2)

= (Y (v1, x)v2, YW (v1, x)w2 + Y W
WV (w1, x)v2 +Ψ2(v1, x)v2

+ YW (v1, x)(Γ(v2))(0)− (Γ(Y (v1, x)v2))(0) + Y W
WV ((Γ(v1))(0), x)v2)

= Y
(2)
V⊕W ((v1, w1 + (Γ(v1))(0)), x)(v2, w2 + (Γ(v2))(0))− (0, (Γ(Y (v1, x)v2))(0)). (4.9)

We now define a linear map h ∈ End(V ⊕W ) by, for v ∈ V and w ∈ W

h(v, w) = (v, w + (Γ(v))(0)).

Then h is a linear isomorphism, and (4.9) can be rewritten as

h(Y
(1)
V⊕W ((v1, w1), x)(v2, w2)) = Y

(2)
V⊕W (h(v1, w1), x)h(v2, w2).

Thus h is an isomorphism of grading-restricted vertex superalgebras from
(︁
V ⊕W,Y

(1)
V⊕W , (1, 0)

)︁
to

(︁
V ⊕W,Y

(2)
V⊕W , (1, 0)

)︁
, such that (4.7) is commutative (with Λ1 = V ⊕W = Λ2). Then the

two square-zero extensions of V by W are equivalent.

Conversely, let
(︁
V ⊕W,Y

(k)
V⊕W , p1, i2

)︁
, where k = 1, 2, be two equivalent square-zero exten-

sions of V by W . So there exists an isomorphism h : V ⊕ W → V ⊕ W of grading-restricted
vertex superalgebras such that (4.7) commutes. It is proved in [7, Lemma 3.1] that there ex-
ists a linear map g : V → W such that h(v, w) = (v, w + g(v)) for v ∈ V and w ∈ W . Let

(Γ(v))(z1) = ez1DW g(v) ∈ W . Then Γ: V → ˜︂Wz1 is an element of C1
2 (V,W ). By definition,

we have (Γ(v))(0) = g(v), and h(v, w) = (v, w + (Γ(v))(0)). Let Φ1 and Φ2 be the 2-cocycles

obtained from
(︁
V ⊕ W,Y

(1)
V⊕W , p1, i2

)︁
and

(︁
V ⊕ W,Y

(2)
V⊕W , p1, i2

)︁
, respectively. Then following

the above proof in reverse, we see that Φ1 = Φ2 + δ12Γ, meaning that Φ1 and Φ2 are in fact
representatives of the same cohomology class. ■

4.3 First-order deformations

In the case of associative algebras, square-zero extensions of an algebra by itself are useful in
deformation theory, as their equivalence classes are in bijection with the equivalence classes of
first-order deformations. It turns out the same results follow analogously for grading-restricted
vertex (super)algebras.

Definition 4.6. A first-order deformation of a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra (V, Y,1)
is defined by an operator Y1 : V ⊗ V → V ((x)), such that the

(︁
1
2Z × Z2

)︁
-graded vector space

V t = C[t]/
(︁
t2
)︁
⊗C V , with the vertex operator

Y t(u, x)v = Y (u, x)v + tY1(u, x)v,

the D operator DV , and the vacuum element 1, i.e.,
(︁
V t, Y t, 1

)︁
, forms a grading-restricted vertex

superalgebra over the base ring C[t]/
(︁
t2
)︁
such that DV t = DV . Two first-order deformations(︁

V t, Y t,(1)
)︁
and

(︁
V t, Y t,(2)

)︁
are equivalent, if there exists a C[t]/

(︁
t2
)︁
-linear isomorphism f t : V ⊕

tV = V t → V t of vertex superalgebras, whose restriction on V is of the form f t|V = 1V + tf1,
where f1 : V → V is a C-linear grading-preserving map. In other words, for u, v ∈ V ,

f t(u+ tv) = u+ t(v + f1(u)).

To emphasize, equivalent first-order deformations are isomorphic, but the converse does not
necessarily hold.

Remark 4.7. When working with first-order deformations, we suppress the notation that we
are working modulo t2, for convenience.
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Theorem 4.8. The set of equivalence classes of first-order deformations of a grading-restricted
vertex superalgebra is in bijection with the set of equivalence classes of square-zero extensions
of V by V .

Theorems 4.5 and 4.8 then imply the following result.

Theorem 4.9. Let V be a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra. Then the set of equivalence
classes of first-order deformations of V correspond bijectively to H2

1/2(V, V ).

Theorem 4.9 is a significant result of this paper; it allows for a method of computing first-
order deformations of grading-restricted vertex superalgebras by computing the cohomology
group H2

1/2(V, V ). Now we move to proving Theorem 4.8, following alongside [7, 8].

Proof. Let Yt : V ⊗ V → V ((x)), t ∈ C be a first-order deformation of V . By definition, there
exists Ψ: V ⊗ V → V ((x)), v1 ⊗ v2 → Ψ(v1, x)v2 such that for v1, v2 ∈ V ,

Yt(v1, x)v2 = Y (v1, x)v2 + tΨ(v1, x)v2

and (V, Yt, 1) is a family of grading restricted vertex algebras up to the first order in t. By the
identity property and creation properties for (V, Yt, 1) up to the first order in t, we can obtain

Ψ(1, x)v = 0, (4.10)

lim
x→0

Ψ(v, x)1 = 0 (4.11)

for v ∈ V , respectively.
The duality property up to the first order in t can be written explicitly as follows: For

v1, v2, v3 ∈ V and v′ ∈ V ′,

⟨v′, (Y (v1, z1)Ψ(v2, z2) + Ψ(v1, z1)Y (v2, z2))v3⟩,
(−1)|v1||v2|⟨v′, (Y (v2, z2)Ψ(v1, z1) + Ψ(v2, z2)Y (v1, z1))v3⟩,
⟨v′, (Y (Ψ(v1, z1 − z2)v2, z2) + Ψ(Y (v1, z1 − z2)v2, z2))v3⟩

are absolutely convergent in the regions |z1| > |z2| > 0, |z2| > |z1| > 0, and |z2| > |z1 − z2| > 0,
respectively, to a common rational function in z1 and z2 with the only possible poles at z1 = 0,
z2 = 0 and z1 = z2.

Now, using this we make a square-zero extension of V by V . Let

YV⊕V : (V ⊕ V )⊗ (V ⊕ V ) → (V ⊕ V )
[︁[︁
x, x−1

]︁]︁
,

(u1, v1)⊗ (u2, v2) ↦→ YV⊕V ((u1, v1), x)(u2, v2)

be given by

YV⊕V ((u1, v1), x)(u2, v2) = (Y (u1, x)u2, Y (u1, x)v2 + Y (v1, x)u2 +Ψ(u1, x)u2) (4.12)

for u1, u2, v1, v2 ∈ V . In particular, by (4.12), (4.10), and (4.11) we have

YV⊕V ((1, 0), x)(u, v) = (u, v), lim
x→0

YV⊕V ((u, v), x)(1, 0) = (u, v)

for u, v ∈ V , respectively. That is, (V ⊕V, YV⊕V , (1, 0)) has the identity and creation properties.
By the duality property of V , and duality up to the first order in t, both of which involve
absolute convergence, we have that, for u1, u2, u3, v1, v2, v3 ∈ V , u′, v′ ∈ V ′

⟨(u′, v′), YV⊕V ((u1, v1), z1)YV⊕V ((u2, v2), z2)(u3, v3)⟩,
⟨(u′, v′), YV⊕V (YV⊕V ((u1, v1), z1 − z2)(u2, v2), z2)(u3, v3)⟩ (4.13)

are absolutely convergent to a common rational function in the regions |z1| > |z2| > 0 and
|z2| > |z1 − z2| > 0 with the only possible poles at z1 = 0, z2 = 0, z1 = z2 ([7] shows
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this explicitly). Now, with the added assumption that (u1, v1), (u2, v2) ∈ V ⊕ V are both Z2

homogeneous elements, we have that

(−1)|(u1,v1)||(u2,v2)|⟨(u′, v′), YV⊕V ((u2, v2), z2)YV⊕V ((u1, v1), z1)(u3, v3)⟩
= (−1)|u1||u2|⟨u′, Y (u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)u3⟩+ (−1)|u1||u2|⟨v′, Y (u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)v3⟩
+ (−1)|v1||u2|⟨v′, Y (u2, z2)Y (v1, z1)u3⟩+ (−1)|u1||u2|⟨v′, Y (u2, z2)Ψ(u1, z1)u3⟩
+ (−1)|u1||v2|⟨v′, Y (v2, z2)Y (u1, z1)u3⟩+ (−1)|u1||u2|⟨v′,Ψ(u2, z2)Y (u1, z1)u3⟩,

which by the duality of V and the duality up to the first order in t is convergent to the same
rational function as (4.13) in the region |z2| > |z1| > 0 with the only possible poles at z1 = 0,
z2 = 0, z1 = z2. So (V ⊕ V, YV⊕V , (1, 0)) has the duality property.

Note that the D-derivative property is a consequence of the other axioms for vertex superalge-
bras (see [11]). The d-commutator formula follows from the corresponding properties of Y and Ψ.
Thus (V ⊕V, YV⊕V , (1, 0)) is a grading-restricted vertex superalgebra. That (V ⊕V, YV⊕V , (1, 0))
is a square-zero extension of V by V follows identically as in [7].

Conversely, let (V ⊕V, YV⊕V , p1, i2) be a square-zero extension of V by V . Then there exists

Ψ: V ⊗ V → V ((x)), v1 ⊗ v2 ↦→ Ψ(v1, x)v2

such that for u1, u2 ∈ V

YV⊕V ((u1, 0), x)(u2, 0) = (Y (u1, x)u2,Ψ(u1, x)u2).

Then for t ∈ C, define

Yt(v1, x)v2 = Y (v1, x)v2 + tΨ(v1, x)v2

for v1, v2 ∈ V . Working backwards through the above proof, using the identity property, creation
property, and duality of the grading-restricted superalgebra (V ⊕ V, YV⊕V , (1, 0)) shows that Yt
is a first-order deformation of (V, Y, 1).

That two first-order deformations of V are equivalent if and only if the corresponding square-
zero extensions of V by V are equivalent follows identically as in [7]; one direction follows from
the difference of two first-order deformations and the other from [7, Lemma 3.1]. ■

5 An explicit example of first cohomology

In this section, we use Theorem 4.2 to compute the first cohomology of the affine vertex super-
algebra V k(osp(1|2)). The higher cohomology is however far more technical and shall be left for
future studies.

5.1 A review of osp(1|2)

A Lie superalgebra is a vector superspace g = g0 ⊕ g1 equipped with a bilinear multiplication
[·, ·] satisfying

1) Parity for homogeneous elements f, g ∈ g, [f, g] ∈ g|f |+|g|,

2) Skew-supersymmetry: For homogeneous elements f, g ∈ g, [f, g] = −(−1)|f ||g|[g, f ],

3) Super Jacobi identity: For homogeneous elements f, g, h ∈ g,

[f, [g, h]] = [[f, g], h] + (−1)|f ||g|[g, [f, h]].
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Let V = V 0 ⊕ V 1 be an m + 2n-dimensional vector superspace. Then End(V ) is an associa-
tive superalgebra. Let gl(V ) be the Lie superalgebra with elements in End(V ) and bracket
given by the supercommutator. The orthosymplectic Lie algebra osp(m|2n) is the subalgebra of
gl(V ) consisting of elements preserving a nondegenerate even supersymmetric bilinear form. For
m,n ≥ 1, osp(m|2n) is simple. From Section 1.1.3 of [1], there are isomorphisms of superspaces

osp(m|2n)0 ∼= so(V 0)⊕ sp(V 1), osp(m|2n)1 ∼= Cm ⊗ C2n.

In particular, osp(1|2) is a (3 + 2)-dimensional Lie superalgebra isomorphic as a superspace to
sl2 ⊕ C2. It has a basis {e, f, h} ⊆ osp(1|2)0, {x, y} ⊆ osp(1|2)1. The nontrivial relations are

[h, e] = 2e, [e, f ] = h, [h, f ] = −2f,

[x, x] = 2e, [x, y] = h, [y, y] = −2f

[h, x] = x, [f, x] = −y, [e, y] = −x, [h, y] = −y.

The nondegenerate Killing form is rescaled so that the nonzero pairings are

κ(e, f) = κ(f, e) = 1, κ(h, h) = 2, κ(x, y) = −κ(y, x) = 2.

We construct the affine vertex superalgebras using the same process as that of Chapter 6 of [11].
First we take the central extension of the loop algebra

ˆ︂osp(1|2) = osp(1|2)⊗C C[t, t−1]⊕ CK.

with K central, and for a, b ∈ osp(1|2), m,n ∈ Z,

[a⊗ tm, b⊗ tn] = [a, b]⊗ tm+n +mδm+n,0κ(a, b)K.

For k ∈ C, let Ck be the one-dimensional module for the subalgebra spanned by a ⊗ tn, a ∈
osp(1|2), n ≥ 0 and K, where a⊗ tn acts trivially, and K acts by the scalar k. Let V k(osp(1|2))
be the induced module of Ck from the subalgebra to ˆ︂osp(1|2). Then V k(osp(1|2)) has a canonical
vertex superalgebra structure strongly generated by weight-1 elements corresponding to the basis
for osp(1|2). For an element a ∈ osp(1|2) viewed as an element of V k(osp(1|2)), we have

Y (a, z) =
∑︂
n∈Z

anz
−n−1,

where an = a⊗ tn, and we abbreviate Y (a, z) =: a(z).

5.2 The first cohomology of V k(osp(1|2))

For convenience, we set V = V k(osp(1|2)). We now wish to compute H1(V, V ).

Theorem 5.1. For V = V k(osp(1|2)), H1(V, V ) is 3-dimensional, and has a canonical linear
isomorphism with sl2.

Proof. From Theorem 4.2, it suffices to compute Der(V, V ). Let F : V → V be a derivation.
Then F is grading-preserving, and for u, v ∈ V , n ∈ Z,

F (unv) = F (u)nv + unF (v).

In particular, for u, v ∈ V(1) = osp(1|2), n = 0, we have

F (u0v) = F (u)0v + u0F (v).
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Since u0v = [u, v] for u, v ∈ osp(1|2), the restriction of F on V(1) is an even derivation of osp(1|2).
It is well known that derivations of osp(1|2) are inner, i.e., there exists a ∈ osp(1|2)0 such that
F (b) = [a, b] (see, for example, [1, Exercise 1.17]).

Since V is strongly generated by osp(1|2), F is uniquely determined from its action on the
generators. Moreover, its action coincides with the zero-mode of a, i.e., F (b) = a0b. From the
super-Jacobi identity (3.1), the zero-mode a0 is a well-defined derivation on V . Thus, every
F ∈ Der(V, V ) coincides with the zero-mode a0 of some element in sl2. ■
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